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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Cassop cum Quarrington Parish Council held on 

Wednesday 19 December 2018 in Cassop Community Centre at 6.30 p.m. 

  

Present:  Councillors Blackburn, Johnson, Morgan, Raine, J. Richardson, Salisbury, 

  Shutt and Syer. 

(County Councillor Dunn was also in attendance). 

(Councillor Shutt was in the Chair) 

 

149 Apologies  

 

Councillors Love, Ridley and Robinson. 

 

150 Planning Applications 2018 

 

Applicant Details Resolved Action 

DM/18/03412/FPA 

(Roadchef Motorways 

Limited) 

Single Storey Extensions at 

Durham Services, Tursdale 

No objection 

 

County Councillor Dunn advised that an application was being made to re-approve planning 

permission for the Ogden Site as the time period had expired. The link to the application 

would be circulated through the Clerk and comments and observations could be forwarded to 

Councillor Dunn. 

 

151    Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 November 

2018 to be agreed as a true and accurate record. 

 

The Chairman asked Members whether they were satisfied that the attached Minutes of the 

Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 November 2018 should be agreed and 

signed as a true and accurate record. 

 

Resolved that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 

November 2018 be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 

 

152 Clerk’s Report 

 

Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee 

 

The Clerk informed Members that a Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee meeting 

would be required in order to consider the Annual Budget Calculation for 2019/2020. It was 

confirmed that the sub-committee would comprise all Members of the Parish Council. 

 

Resolved that a meeting of the Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee be held on 

Wednesday 9 January 2019 at 6.30pm in Bowburn Community Centre. 
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153 The Coal Column (a Piece of Art for Bowburn) 

 

The Clerk advised that an invitation had been extended to Colin Rose, the sculptor, to attend 

the monthly Parish Council meeting in January 2019, however there had been no 

confirmation as yet that Colin Rose was able to attend. The Clerk would follow this up with 

Joanne Ashcroft.  

 

Resolved that the Clerk contact Joanne Ashcroft with a view to confirming Colin Rose’s 

attendance at the Monthly Meeting in January 2019 to publicise the Artwork and inform 

people about the benefits of creating the Coal Column in Bowburn.       

  

154 Local Youth Services 

 

The Chair reported that he and the Vice-Chair had received a progress report on youth 

services and this would be circulated to all Parish Councillors. 

 

Resolved that the Local Youth Services progress report be circulated to all Parish 

Councillors. 

 

155 Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Councillor Salisbury reported that the current iteration of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan had 

been circulated to Parish Councillors. The Steering Group had met prior to the Parish monthly 

meeting and members had been invited to ask questions for clarification. The note of the 

meeting was as follows: - 

 

1.        Foreword 

 

There was general agreement with wording 

 

2.        Chapter 1 – Background 

 

Wording to be added to the effect that no further development in the Parish will be needed 

during the period of the Neighbourhood Plan, as hopefully to be highlighted in the Durham 

Local Plan. 

 

The date of permission granted by Durham County Council for Cassop cum Quarrington 

designation to be added – July 2014. 

 

No further members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee to be added. 

 

3.        Chapter 2 – A Profile of the Neighbourhood 

 

A reference to Quarrying to be added. 

 

The Library & Youth Club to be added to Bowburn Settlement. 

 

The acreage of farming land to be identified and added. 
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Population increased by 770 as a consequence of Cape Site (Bell Ward) with an additional 

potential 1,250 as a consequence of planning permissions since 2012. 

 

General editing to be completed by Planning Advice Plus. 

 

4.        Chapter 3 – Vision & Objectives 

 

The original purpose of developing the Neighbourhood Plan was in response to significant 

pressure on the Parish re: Housing development, which was based on forecasted population 

from housing permissions granted in the last few years, could potentially increase by 40% by 

2021. 

 

5.        Chapter 4 – The Rural Setting of Settlements - Policy CCQ1 – Protected Rural Setting 

 

Mapping to be obtained from Durham County Council in January 2019. 

 

Ongoing discussion with the County Council re: landscapes 

 

6.        Chapter 5 – Environmental Assets - - Policy CCQ2 – Local Green Spaces 

 

Increased to 15 sites 

 

Policy CCQ3 – Locally Valued Historic Assets 

 

  - Six assets identified, however wording to be altered for: 

 

1) Tursdale School (only frontage); 2) Railway etc – to include rail line to Crowtrees Colliery 

site; Councillor Syer to tackle this with guidance provided by Planning Advice Plus. 

 

Consideration to be given to adding Lime Kilns, however this will rely on someone 

volunteering to complete the necessary analysis form. 

 

7.        Chapter 6 – Monitoring & Review of the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Monitoring and reviewing of the Neighbourhood Plan in the future will allow for the Plan to 

be updated as a result of circumstances which emerge in the future. 

 

8.        Potential additional Policy covering the environment & renewables 

 

Newly formed environment group keen to add an additional policy focusing on the 

environment including bio-diversity and renewables issues together with requirements on 

layout and design of new development sites. 

 

Councillor Love to pursue this with an aim of completing the necessary work involved by 

January 2019. 

 

The proviso for this addition to the plan is that it cannot impact on the remaining resources 

which will be absorbed in completing the draft Neighbourhood Plan as it currently stands. 
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9.        Timeline for completion of the draft plan and next steps 

 

The additional environment policy notwithstanding, it is estimated that most of the plan will 

be completed by the end of January 2019, with February being used for final agreement on the 

contents and any refinements required. It is hopeful that the Neighbourhood Plan will be at 

pre-submission stage by March/ April 2019 

 

156 Local Footpaths and Rights of Way 

 

The Clerk reported that documentation had been received for a proposed stopping up of 

Footpath 1 and this had been circulated to Parish Councillors. 

 

Councillor Syer stated that there would be no problem with the proposal as long as the 

roundabout and pedestrian island were completed. 

 

Resolved that the Clerk advise Owen Shaw, Rights of Way Officer at Durham County 

Council that the Parish Council had no objection to the proposed stopping up of Footpath 1, 

provided that the roundabout and pedestrian island were completed. 

 

Councillor Johnson reported that there was a trailer obstructing Bridleway 36 which it 

appeared had been placed there by a local landowner.  

 

Resolved that the Clerk contact Owen Shaw to advise of the unauthorised obstruction and 

requesting a site visit and that the County Council take steps to remove the obstruction. 

 

157 Allotments, Garages and Cemetery 

 

The Clerk reported that several reminders had been issued to a householder for the payment 

of £15 for access rights and the cost of pursuing this was now in excess of the fee. The Chair 

proposed that a letter be issued stating that the householder no longer has right of access. 

 

Resolved that the Clerk write to the tenant concerned advising that they no longer have right 

of access. 

 

Councillor Syer enquired if there was an update regarding the fire damage at the allotments. 

The Chair advised that County Councillor Blakey had been looking into it as a bill had been 

received from the County Council for temporary fencing as the damaged fence had belonged 

to them.  

 

The tenant of the damaged allotment was deceased and the land remained in his name until 

April 2019, by which time the allotment would be cleared up to an acceptable standard.  

 

Councillor Blackburn asked about the insurance situation and was advised that it was up to 

each individual allotment holder to take out their own insurance.
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158 County Councillors’ Reports 

 

County Councillor Dunn was present at the Monthly Meeting and provided a written report 

for Parish Councillors about local matters with which county councillors had been involved 

in recent weeks. These included: - 

 

• Christmas Trees 

• Salt Bins 

• Integra 61 

• Bowburn Primary School 

• Police Nuisance 

• Art Group Murals 

 

It was noted that the Christmas trees had been very well received, however the County 

Council was only able to fund these for one year. It was agreed that the future funding of a 

Christmas tree would be discussed at the Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee on 9 

January 2019. 

 

The issue of speed limits through Parkhill and outside the school were raised and Councillor 

Dunn advised that county councillors had information regarding Parkhill and would be 

assessing of the speed provisions were adequate. Potential traffic calming measures outside of 

the school were also back on the radar. 

 

The Parish Council discussed the recent graffiti issues which had been experienced in 

Parkhill and who was responsible for cleaning properties which had been vandalised in this 

way. It was unclear whether the County Council would clean graffiti from private property 

but it was suggested that the neighbourhood warden could be contacted initially. The Chair 

indicated that he could pass on an information leaflet from City of Durham Housing Group.  

 

Resolved that the information be noted. 

 

159 General Correspondence Received (Surface Mail) 

 

There was no correspondence received. 
 

160 Accounts (Expenditure) 

 
Name Description Other Details Cheque No. £    p 

P. Thorpe Salary (paid net of tax)  1st to 31st Dec. 2018 049934 607.62 

 Mileage/Parking Fees  20 @ 65.0p “ 13.00 

“ Stamps 9 @ 67p “ 6.03 

“ “ Higher Rates “ 0.00 

“ Office Stationery  Printer Cartridges  “ 89.99 

“ “ C4/DL Envelopes “ 2.00 

“ Home Office Use Quarterly Allowance “ 95.00 

“ Home Telephone Use “ “ 41.00 

H.M. Revenue & 

Customs 

Monthly Deductions  

(P. Thorpe) (Dec. 2018) 

Employers’ Share N.I. & 

Income Tax Deduction 

049935 (part) 

 

159.72 

 

H.M. Revenue & Monthly Deductions  Employers’ Share N.I. & 049935 (part) 68.60 
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Customs (G. Kelly) (Dec. 2018) Income Tax Deduction  

H.M. Revenue & 

Customs* 

Monthly Deductions  

(A. Shutt) (Nov. 2018) 

Income Tax Deduction – 

Allotment 

Superintendent 

049935 (part) 128.60 

G. Kelly Salary (paid net of tax) 1st to 31st Dec. 2018 049936 274.06 

“ Mileage/Parking Fees 41 @ 65.0p “ 26.65 

A. Shutt * Monthly Fee  

(November 2018) 

Allotm’t Sup’t (after tax) 049937 62.70 

“ Footpath Strimming 2018 Summer Season 049938 51.56 

Plan. Advice Plus Invoice 2018/140/2 Neighbourhood Plan 049939 625.00 

D.J. Evans Y. Club Local Youth Services Salary Costs etc. (Nov.) 049940 3,317.47 

BVC** Parish Newsletter/Survey Bowburn Interchange 049941 400.00 

Co. Durham T.P.  Officer Training Budgetary Control 049942 27.00 

Thinford Nurseries Winter Bedding Plants Bowburn/Tursdale 049943 576.00 

*Councillor Shutt declared an Interest in the items shown above. 

** Councillors Blackburn and Syer declared an Interest in the item shown above.  

 

Accounts (Income) 
 

 15 NOVEMBER TO 12 DECEMBER 2018 
 

Name Description Details £    p 

Various Clients Headstone Fees Cemetery 10.00 

  

Resolved that these items of income and expenditure be approved. 

 

161 Date of Next Monthly Meeting 

  

Agreed that the date of the next Monthly Meeting to be Wednesday 16 January 2019 in 

Bowburn Community Centre at 6.30pm. 

 

I agree these to be a true record of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 19 December 

2018 at Cassop Community Centre. 

 

 

 …………………………………………………..Chairman……………………. … … Date 

 

 

 

 

 


