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Ms Gillian Kelly Direct Dial: 0191-2691232   
Cassop Cum Quarrington Parish Council     
Durham Road Our ref: PL00706482   
Bowburn     
Durham     
DH6 5AT 14 September 2020   
 
 
Dear Ms Kelly 
 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012: Regulation 14 
Cassop-cum-Quarrington Neighbourhood Plan: Pre-Submission Draft, March 
2020 
 
Thank you for consulting Historic England on the pre-submission draft of the above 
neighbourhood plan. As the public body that advises on England’s historic 
environment, we are pleased to offer our comments. 
 
Historic England is keen to ensure protection of the historic environment is 
appropriately taken into account in neighbourhood plans. Having reviewed the 
information provided in correspondence of 10 July 2020, we do not consider there is a 
need for us to be involved in development of the plan. Nonetheless, the plan area 
does contain a small number of designated heritage assets as well as the potential for 
non-designated heritage assets, so we offer the following comments. 
 
Detailed comments 
I welcome the content of the draft plan so far as it affects our interests. It is particularly 
clearly written, which is to be congratulated. I welcome that you see heritage as 
important to helping to meet your plan’s vision and objectives, including preventing 
unjustified harm, reducing risk and seeking enhancement. Your policies support, 
shape and direct the delivery of relevant strategic policies at a local level (as required 
by NPPF paragraphs 13 and 28), and you have taken advantage of historic 
environment opportunities offered through neighbourhood planning, including 
identifying local green space (although you should note that NPPF paragraph 100 
gives you the opportunity to identify local green space for its historical significance as 
well as the other factors you set out in para 5.6), and identifying the special qualities of 
the area to be reflected in development (NPPF paragraph 125). 
 
Even though you do not include a policy for designated heritage assets, I am pleased 
you have identified them and set a community objective outside of the plan to seek 
appropriate update of the conservation area appraisals. This could be more expressly 
set out, for example in an appendix of future actions or aspirations (see para 41-004-
20170728 of the Planning Practice Guidance). As you point out, this is particularly 
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important for Bowburn CA, which is on the national Heritage At Risk Register. The 
national register does not ordinarily cover Grade II listed buildings or non-designated 
heritage assets, so your plan could usefully consider whether any of those are also at 
risk. 
 
I am pleased you have used Local Heritage Listing (HE Advice Note 7) to identify non-
designated heritage assets. Your plan contains information to set out the elements that 
make them special so they can be appropriately conserved and enjoyed. 
 
General advice on neighbourhood planning and the historic environment 
We publish a full advice note on Neighbourhood Planning & the Historic Environment 
(HE Advice Note 11) which can be downloaded here: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/neighbourhood-planning-and-
the-historic-environment/. It should be the first port of call for advice on heritage in 
neighbourhood plans. Written specifically for those preparing plans, it explains why 
you should consider the historic environment, and sets out how to gather and use 
evidence on heritage to help prepare your plan. It also signposts a number of other 
resources, including how to explore what the community values in your area’s 
heritage. We also have a wealth of neighbourhood planning advice and case studies 
on our website, here: http://www.historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/plan-
making/improve-your-neighbourhood/. 
 
It is good that the local authority has offered you support in preparing the plan, 
including providing evidence on heritage assets and in suitable mapping. The local 
Historic Environment Record will contain information on designated and non-
designated heritage assets, whilst the conservation officer and/or archaeology adviser 
might be able to assist in using this information. You could involve civic and amenity 
societies or local history groups with an interest in your area’s heritage. Locality 
provides funds to enable you to hire suitable historic environment expertise, for 
example to help prepare evidence, develop policy and produce the plan. More 
information is given in our advice note. 
 
Other Historic England advice that may also be of use includes: 

HE Advice Note 2 - Making Changes to Heritage Assets: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/making-changes-
heritage-assets-advice-note-2/ 

HE Good Practice Advice in Planning 3 - The Setting of Heritage Assets: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-
heritage-assets/ 

HE Advice Note 3 - Site Allocations in Local Plans: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-
and-site-allocations-in-local-plans. As this also applies to neighbourhood plans, it 
would be relevant if you took up the opportunity in  NPPF para 69 to make 
allocations for new development such as housing or commercial uses. 
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You can familiarise yourself with the terminology of historic environment planning 
(such as “historic environment”, “conservation”, “significance”, “heritage asset”, and 
“setting”) by referring to the glossary in the NPPF. Where relevant, you could consider 
accurately copying these and other terms across to a glossary in your plan. You can 
also familiarise yourself with basic legislative and policy protections that heritage 
assets in England enjoy by browsing our online Heritage Protection Guide at 
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/hpg/. 
 
Thank you once again for the opportunity to comment. Our comments are based on 
the information supplied to date; I hope they are useful. Our opinion may change 
should the plan change materially in content and direction. Please contact me should 
you require any clarification. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jules Brown 
Historic Places Adviser 
jules.brown@historicengland.org.uk 
 
 
 
 


