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2012 Annual Report for  
Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Elector,  
I am pleased to submit this Annual Report to the Electors of the Parish setting out the 
achievements of the Parish Council during 2012.  
Peter Thorpe, Clerk to Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council  
 
 
Maggie Robinson  
I am greatly saddened to report the passing of Parish Councillor Maggie Robinson of 
Parkhill, Coxhoe on Sunday, January 20th 2013. Maggie served continuously as a 
Parish Councillor for 28 years from 1984 up to the time of her death. Indeed, Maggie 
served as Chairman of the Parish Council from 1995 until 2008.  
 
Many Parishioners will already know that Maggie also served as a Councillor for the 
Former City of Durham from 1999 up to 2009, when the City Council was abolished. 
In addition, Maggie served as a Governor at Bowburn Infant & Nursery School. Her 
Public Service also includes work with Parkhill Residents’ Association, Croxdale 
Residents’ Association and Bowburn Community Association.  
 
As a Parish Councillor, Maggie played an integral part in the Provision of the 
Bowburn Doorstep Green in Bow and Burn Street, Bowburn and the Provision of the 
BMX Cycle and Adventure Park in Parkhill. Maggie was also instrumental in 
obtaining a new Park Area for Croxdale Residents during her time as a Member of 
Croxdale Residents’ Association.  
 
As one serving County Councillor put it when he was informed of Maggie’s sudden 
passing, she will be “a massive miss”.  
 
Summer Flower Baskets, Barrels and Tubs in the Parish Area  
In other happier news, I am sure that all residents in the Parish Area will have 
enjoyed the wonderful Summer Display of Hanging Flower Baskets, Tubs and 
Flower Trees provided once again by the Parish Council in Bowburn, Cassop, 
Parkhill and Tursdale in 2012.  
 
I am sure that, once again, everyone will agree that Messrs. Thinford Nurseries have 
done a splendid job in preparation and maintenance of the Seasonal Display.  
 
 



P a g e  | 2 

 

Financial Contributions to Schools and Community Groups in 2012  
I am delighted once again to inform readers of the Annual Report that the Parish 
Council was able to offer financial assistance to a considerable number of Local 
Schools and Community Groups during 2012.  
 
Financial Donations were given to various Local Activity Groups, Local Community 
Associations, Local History Societies and Heritage Groups as well as Local Schools 
in the Parish Area.  
 
I find that this particular Scheme of Donations is able to help a wide variety of Local 
Interest Groups within the Community covering all age ranges for a comparatively 
small amount of annual expenditure.  
 
Implementation of the Parish Plan  
The Parish Plan Document has been approved by Members of the Parish Council in 
2012. The first area of action was to seek Improvement of Local Medical Practices’ 
Appointment Systems after widespread criticisms were voiced by Local Parishioners 
in the original Household Survey. Contact has been made with Local Health 
Practices in Bowburn and Coxhoe and I can report that both Practices have now 
arranged to provide Medical Appointments on future days specified by Patients, 
where possible. In addition, Coxhoe Medical Practice now provides a once a week 
Evening Surgery for those Patients who cannot attend Surgery during the daytime.  
Work has been completed on a Mapping Provision of Healthcare Providers in the 
Parish Area (GP Services, Dental Services, Chiropody Services, and Physiotherapy 
Services etc.) as part of the work required under the Parish Plan.  
 
In addition, a Mapping Provision of Infant, Junior and Secondary Schools serving 
the Parish Area and their various Pupil Safety Policies (including Anti-Bullying 
Policies) has also been completed.  
 
If individual Parishioners would like to see a copy of either of these Documents for 
information (especially if they do not have personal access to the Internet), please 
write to me at the above address or phone me on the mobile number shown at the 
top of the Newsletter and I will forward a paper copy to him/her free of charge as 
soon as possible.  
 
The Parish Council is also seeking details from Infant, Junior and Secondary Schools 
serving the Parish Area of Anti-Bullying Projects, which they have or are about to 
undertake. The Parish Council can participate in implementing such Projects, either 
through payment of funding or through School Governorship.  
 
Finally, I will be writing shortly to the various Local Community Associations to 
ascertain details of Local Community Groups of all ages, who wish to promote 
mental and physical fitness as part of their curriculum. The Parish Council has set 
aside funding in the Financial Year commencing on April 1st 2013 for Health and 
Community Wellbeing Projects.  
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Cassop Play Park  
The installation of new Play Equipment in the Cassop Playing Field has been 
completed.  
 
The new Equipment includes a 4 metre Climbing Net, a DNA Big Slide, Four Place 
Flat Seat Swings, a Cantilever Basket Swing and a Rota Roka Flat Dish Roundabout.  
The Parish Council provided the accumulated sum of £8,300 towards the cost of the 
Equipment and a grant of £10,000 was received from the Big Lottery Fund to help 
meet the costs of the Equipment.  
 
Parish Councillor Muriel Marsden applied to the Big Lottery Fund for the £10,000 
grant in 2012. The newly refurbished Play Park has been an instant hit with local 
children, who were queuing up to get onto their favourite rides!  
 
In addition, Cassop Community Association obtained the sum of £18,000 from the 
County Durham Foundation to provide some of the necessary funding for the new 
Play Equipment.  
 
Cassop Community Association and the Cassop Village Partnership have worked 
alongside the Parish Council in the provision of the new Play Equipment.  
 
Parish Councillor Muriel Marsden stated that “We are extremely proud of what we 
have been able to achieve by working together for our community. The 
enhancements are a real boost for our community”.  
 
Thanks also to County Councillor Dennis Morgan and staff in the County Council’s 
Community Economic Development Team for their able support.  
 
Community Right to Bid  
Members of the Parish Council are arranging to have Local Post Office Businesses in 
Bowburn and Cassop shown on a List of Assets of Community Value to be held by 
the County Council under the Provisions of the Localism Act 2011. The idea is that, 
once these Businesses appear on the List, the Parish Council will be notified if either 
of the Post Office Businesses faces closure for whatever reason in the future. Then 
the Parish Council would have a limited time to seek funding and make other 
arrangements to ensure that these Businesses continue to operate for the benefit of 
the Local Communities, which they serve.  
 
Provision of new Notice Boards in the new Entrance to Bowburn Community 
Association Price Quotations have been sought by the Parish Council and Bowburn 
Community Association from local firms for the provision and installation of two 
new Notice Boards to be located in the redesigned entrance to the Community 
Centre in 2013. One Notice Board will be for the Parish Council’s use and the other 
Notice Board will be for the Community Association.  
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Garden of Remembrance at Bowburn Cemetery  
I am delighted to report the Opening Ceremony of the new Garden of Remembrance 
at Bowburn Cemetery took place on July 30th 2012 in the presence of the late Parish 
Councillor Maggie Robinson, who initiated the Garden of Remembrance Project. The 
Opening Ceremony was commemorated by the provision of a Special Plaque on one 
of the Walls in the Garden of Remembrance.  
 


