
 
 
Meeting of Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 
Wednesday 19 February 2020 

 Item No. 2 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF CASSOP CUM QUARRINGTON 
PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2020 IN BOWBURN 
COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 6.30pm 
  
Present:  Councillors Blackburn, Johnson, Leake, McKeon, Morgan, Raine,  
  Ridley, Robinson, Shutt, Storey and Syer.  
 
(County Councillors Blakey and Dunn were also in attendance). 
(Councillor Shutt was in the Chair) 
 
 
144 APOLOGIES  

 
Councillors Richardson and Salisbury.  
 
 
145 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 15 JANUARY 2020 
 
The Chairman asked Members whether they were satisfied that the attached 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15 January 2020 
should be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
15 January 2020 be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
 
146 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 2020 
 

Applicant Details Resolved Action 

DM/20/00160/FPA 
(County Durham and 

Darlington Fire & 
Rescue Service, 

Bowburn Training 
Centre, Bowburn 
South Industrial 

Estate) 

Remodelling and small extension 
to existing building 

No objection 

DM/20/00327/AD 
(Admedia Ltd, Durham 

Services, Bowburn) 

Erection of a Digital (illuminated) 
advertising unit located near to 
the entrance of the amenities 
building at Durham services 

No objection 

 
 
147 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
Shaun Hanson and Richard Cowen were in attendance to provide an update to the 
Parish Council on the Neighbourhood Plan.  
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The Working Group had met prior to the parish council meeting and had received the 
current draft of the Neighbourhood Plan. Shaun Hanson advised that the work of 
finishing and bringing together the Plan was now complete and he was working with 
Durham County Council to finalise the maps which would be incorporated within the 
final document. 
 
The text of the Plan was also now in place, with the exception of some dates which 
needed to be revised. Chapter 6 had been re-drafted to reflect the new policy 
approach for the design of development in the parish area. This policy approach had 
been supported by the Working Group which viewed it as proportionate and the ‘best 
fit’ response. It was noted that there had been a lot of change nationally in recent 
months and a key document was expected to be issued on this, however the 
Neighbourhood Plan as it stood reflected a local picture within the context of the 
current national position.  
 
Councillor Morgan highlighted that the Plan set out what future generations may 
want to see the area look like and would give a framework for development for the 
next three decades. He stated that the Working Group were recommending that the 
Parish Council signed off this stage of the Plan and moved towards the consultation 
phase, subject to some fine tuning of the document. It was intended to communicate 
the document as efficiently and cost effectively as possible; to make it accessible via 
the internet and to provide hard copies in the community centres, the library and a 
small number of other venues. A hard copy of the Plan would be provided to Durham 
County Council and all parish councillors. It was proposed that parish councillors be 
asked to feed back on any typographical issues within the draft Plan between now 
and the next monthly meeting. 
 
The Working Group had also recommended producing a summary leaflet which 
could be included within the next edition of the Interchange, published on the parish 
council website and displayed on community noticeboards. It was also proposed that 
drop-in sessions be held to answer the questions of local residents.  
 
Richard Cowen undertook to produce the summary of the draft Plan for distribution 
with the Interchange. He highlighted that the detail of the statutory consultees was 
still required from Durham County Council. The consultation period would be six 
weeks and the dates of this were to be confirmed, however it was possible that the 
process could be concluded by late Summer 2020. 
 
RESOLVED that the draft Neighbourhood Plan be accepted in principle, subject to 
typographical amendments, and preparations made to move to the consultation 
phase. 
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148 CLERK’S REPORT 
 
(i) Review of Governance Arrangements 

 
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 require smaller authorities to conduct a 
review of their system of internal control on an annual basis in order to inform the 
preparation of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). It is 
recommended that Standing Orders and Financial Regulations be reviewed on a 
regular basis to ensure that they are fit for purpose and that risk assessments should 
be reviewed annually as a matter of good practice. 
 
Members considered the Risk Assessment document and Councillor Leake 
suggested that the risks associated with physical equipment and areas should be 
reviewed. It was noted that play equipment was covered by public liability insurance 
and tested by Durham County Council.  
 
Councillor Storey highlighted that there was no specific reference to GDPR under the 
Data Protection section and Councillor Syer queried if the Publication Scheme also 
needed to be reviewed under this.  
 
Councillor Blackburn suggested that the Risk Assessment should be reviewed by the 
Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee in January each year as part of the 
annual budget setting process. 
 
RESOLVED that: - 

 
(i) the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations be confirmed as fit for 

purpose; 

 

(ii) the Parish Council Risk Assessment be reviewed in line with the issues raised 
by Members and re-circulated; and 

 
(iii)  the Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee reviewed the Parish 

Council Risk Assessment annually. 
 
 
149 INTEGRA 61 DEVELOPMENT 
 
Members were advised that Stuart Carter had suggested meeting parish councillors 
to discuss the issues in relation to the proposed Bowburn Relief Road. It was 
requested that this be set up as soon as was possible. 
 
It was noted that the roundabout speed at Integra 61 had been increased to 40mph 
and that traffic was turning right out of the services. County Councillor Dunn advised 
that there would be a large amount of works taking place over the weekend which 
would include filling in the pothole at the services which would then revert to having 
all traffic turning left. There would also be significant tidying of the road and the exit 
from Bowburn onto the A1 roundabout would be widened.  
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Councillor Raine asked if it was now the case that the footpath from the Northern 
end of the Persimmon development would now no longer be constructed. County 
Councillor Dunn was unaware of this but would look into the matter.  
 
Councillor Ridley raised the workshop at Tursdale which needed to be monitored as 
there was no wheel wash and debris was being spread onto the road. Councillor 
Shutt commented that this should be part of the conditions of working and needed to 
be taken up with the Environment Agency. County Councillor Blakey stated that she 
would bring this up at the next Quarry Liaison meeting. It was also requested that the 
Parish Clerk raise the matter with Sandy Bassi of Planning Enforcement at the 
County Council.  
 
Councillor Morgan highlighted that the new link path between Old Quarrington Road 
and the A688 did not appear to meet the cycling/pedestrian standard as it was too 
narrow. County Councillor Dunn said that this would be very disappointing if it was 
the case. He advised that the path which was there had been widened and it was 
hoped to extend the street lighting up the bank.  
 
Councillor Syer asked if there were any plans to resurface the footpath under the 
bridge towards Crow Trees Lane as this was in need of attention. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 
150 A NEW ARTWORK FOR BOWBURN 
 
Members had been provided with the draft Artist Brief which had been prepared by 
Joanne following her meeting with a group of parish councillors on 21 January 2020. 
 
RESOLVED that the Artist Brief be approved and Joanne Ashworth authorised to 
proceed with issuing the brief. 
 
 
151  LOCAL YOUTH SERVICES 
 
The Youth Services report for February 2020 had been submitted to the Parish 
Council. 
 
County Councillor Blakey thanked the Parish Council for their ongoing support for 
youth work in the parish. The management committee of the Youth Club were 
concerned about the provision of the holiday club for the young people as funding 
from the County Council had been reduced and external funding would now have to 
be sought.  
 
Councillor McKeon stated that it was her understanding the funding which had been 
offered was a stop gap and a decision was to be made very soon with regard to the 
Easter holiday club. Although this was a non-statutory service, the County Council 
had made this a priority and the Area Action Partnership Board had not yet 
considered funding for this year.  
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It was noted that clarity on the position would be welcome. 
 
RESOLVED that the Local Youth Services progress report be noted. 
  
 
152 LOCAL FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
The Parish Clerk reported that an enquiry had been received from a resident of 
Cassop who had highlighted the lack of a foot or cyclepath on the A181. It was noted 
that the area referred to was outside the parish council boundary, lying in Thornley or 
Shadforth parish area. The County Councillors however agreed to look into this. 
 
In respect of footpath strimming for the year ahead, Councillor Syer recommended 
applying for the same level of funds as last year. 
 
The issues which had been highlighted at Bridleway 36 had been reported to the 
Footpaths Officer at Durham County Council. Councillor Blackburn advised that the 
divot on Prince Charles Avenue had been reported, however this was for the 
landowner to resolve. 
 
RESOLVED that the information be noted.  
 
 
153 ALLOTMENTS, GARAGES AND CEMETERY 
 
The Parish Council had previously discussed the fire damaged area of the allotment 
and the possibility of some new planting to go along the fence line. Councillor Raine 
and County Councillor Dunn had been talking to officers at Durham County Council 
and matters had got somewhat confused. It was agreed that Martin Briscoe would be 
asked to come out and give his advice on the area in question and then the Parish 
Council would move forward with clearing the area and renewing the hedge. 
 
County Councillor Dunn would progress this matter with Martin Briscoe. 
 
Councillor Morgan highlighted that the clearance to the rear of the library was still to 
take place. Councillor McKeon stated that this had been reported again in January. 
 
The Parish Council had had the opportunity to consider the report from the 
Environment and Sustainable Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee which 
reviewed the County Council’s proposed allotment policy. Members were 
disappointed to note that town and parish councils could take over the management 
of allotments on a devolved basis and would only have considered this under an 
‘asset transfer’ arrangement. 
 
RESOLVED that the information be noted. 
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154 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
Councillor Blackburn highlighted that trees had been delivered for planting at 
Dallymore Drive and the County Council had wanted to put these in the area of the 
bungalow, however she had advised that Planning Officer that this would not be 
appropriate; it was important that the trees were planted in the right place. 
 
County Councillor Dunn commented that the Climate Emergency Plan would result 
in 159,000 trees being planted across the county.  
 
The contractors had been appointed for the new primary school and work was due to 
start in the last week of February. County Councillor Dunn advised that a 
consultation was due to be considered on electric vehicle charging points. Area 
Action Partnerships had been asked to consult with stakeholders on suitable 
locations. It was suggested that Bowburn Community Centre might be a good 
location but this would have to be approved by the Management Committee. 
 
Councillor Ridley proposed that, going forward, county councillors prepare a written 
report for the parish council so that Members have the opportunity to absorb the 
information prior to the meeting and could consider questions they might like to ask. 
Councillor Syer seconded the proposal. 
 
County Councillor Dunn advised that a consultation exercise had been carried out in 
Cassop with regard to the proposed new planters to be installed in the locality. There 
were only minimal responses to the survey (17), of these a small number were for 
and a similar number against the planters. Residents were given a full opportunity to 
comment and concerns which were expressed as part of the process were unrelated 
to the planters. It was proposed to go ahead with the provision of the planters as 
previously set out. 
 
RESOLVED that: - 
 
(i) the update be noted; and 
 
(ii) county councillors be asked to submit written reports for consideration by the 

Parish Council prior to the monthly meeting. 
 
 
155 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (SURFACE MAIL) 
 
Correspondence Received Details of Information 

  

 
 

156 ACCOUNTS (EXPENDITURE) 
 

Name Description Other Details Cheque No. £    p 

Gillian Kelly Salary (paid net of tax) 1 – 29 February 2020 050044 574.94 

“ Mileage/Parking Fees 68 miles @ 65.0p “ 44.20 

 Stamps 6 @ 70p “ 4.20 
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HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(G Kelly) (February 

2020) 

Income Tax 
Deduction 

050046 (part) 143.80 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(A Shutt) (January 

2020) 

Income Tax 
Deduction 

050046 (part) 16.40 

Andrew Shutt* Monthly Fee  
(January 2020) 

Allotment 
Superintendent (after 

tax) 

050045 65.70 

D J Evans  
Youth Club 

Local Youth Services Salary Costs etc. 
(January 2020) 

050047 3115.86 

Max Recycle Bowburn Cemetery 
Annual Charge 

Containment, 
Transfer and 

Disposal 

050048 153.60 

Planning Advice 
Plus 

Neighbourhood Plan Design Codes 050049 3250.00 

Gillian Kelly McAfee LiveSafe Annual Subscription 050050 85.15 

     

*Councillor Shutt declared an Interest in the items shown above. 
 
 

ACCOUNTS (INCOME) 
 

8 JANUARY – 12 FEBRUARY 2020 
 

Name Description Details £    p 

HMRC VAT Reclaim 2018/2019 1609.76 

Durham County 
Council 

Grant  Beating the Snow in 
Bowburn and Parkhill 

2485.84 

    

 

RESOLVED that these items of income and expenditure be approved. 
 
 

157 DATE OF NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
  
Agreed that the date of the next Monthly Meeting is to be Wednesday 18 March 
2020 Bowburn Community Centre at 6.30pm. 
 
I agree these to be a true record of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 19 
February 2020 at Bowburn Community Centre. 
 
 

 …………………………………………………..Chairman……………………. … … Date 


