
 

Meeting of Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 
Wednesday 15 May 2019 

Item No. 3(b) 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF CASSOP CUM QUARRINGTON 

PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15 MAY 2019 IN BOWBURN 

COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 6.30PM 

  

Present: Councillors Blackburn, Leake, Morgan, Raine, Richardson, Ridley,  
  Robinson, Salisbury, Shutt, Spoors and Syer  
 
(County Councillors Blakey, Dunn and McKeon were in attendance.) 
(Councillor Shutt was in the Chair.) 
 

 

12. APOLOGIES  
 

Councillors Love. 
 

 

13. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 2019 

 
There were no planning applications to consider. 
 
In relation to a development which had been of previous concern to the Parish 
Council at Tursdale Business Park, Councillor Ridley reported that he understood 
that a wheel wash was to be installed at Lumsden and Carroll Recycling. 
 
 

14. MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING 
 
The Chairman asked Members whether they were satisfied that the attached 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 April 2019 should 
be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record subject to an amendment to 
Minute Number 45 to show that apologies had been received from Councillors 
Leake, Ridley and Syer.  
 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
17 April 2019 be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record subject to the 
amendments set out.  
 
 

15. CLERK’S REPORT 
 

(i) Parish Council Vacancies 

 
A vacancy had recently been advertised in the East ward of the Parish and as no 
request to hold an election had been received by the deadline of 3 May 2019, the 
Parish Council was now able to co-opt to the vacancy. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Raine and seconded by Councillor Richardson, that 
Maura McKeon be co-opted to the vacancy on the Parish Council.  
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It was therefore RESOLVED that Maura McKeon be invited to become a member of 
Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council.  
 

(ii) Bowburn, Cassop and Park Hill Seasonal Service 
 

Thinford Nurseries had submitted a quotation for the provision of seasonal services 
at Bowburn, Cassop and Park Hill. The cost for the service would be £6,469.80 
which was the same price as in 2018/2019.  
 
Parish Councillors were happy to agree to the same arrangement as in previous 
years but wished to be assured that the company would not be using any weed 
killers, pesticides or neonicotinoids. The Parish Clerk undertook to ask this question. 
 

RESOLVED that Thinford Nurseries be engaged to provide seasonal services for 
Summer 2019.  

 

(iii) Online Banking Arrangements 

 
The Parish Clerk asked Parish Councillors to consider whether online banking could 
be used to make payments. It was suggested that the advice of the Internal Auditor 
and other parish councils could be sought before any procedures were established. 
 

RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk be authorised to look into greater use of online 
banking for the Parish Council. 
 

 

16. INTEGRA 61 DEVELOPMENT 

 
There was no one in attendance to provide an update.  
 

 

17. AN ARTWORK FOR BOWBURN 

 
Joanne Ashworth was in attendance to provide an update on the questionnaire 
which had been issued on a proposed new artwork for Bowburn. 
 
703 questionnaires had been returned and of these, 633 respondents supported the 
plan to have an artwork which would celebrate Bowburn’s mining heritage. However, 
only 184 responses were in favour of the Coal Column and 510 felt it should be an 
alternative design. There were a number of comments made about why it was not 
supported and these were generally because people did not like the appearance of 
the Coal Column and did not understand what it was. 
 
Respondents also made suggestions for what they would like to see in the village 
with the most common suggestions being a statue of a miner and a pit wheel. 
 
Joanne advised that she had spoken to the landscape architect and Durham County 
Council regarding the Section 106 monies and she advised that it was possible to 
apply for the funding now based on the evidence that the public wanted a piece of 
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art in Bowburn. The funding application would include provision for the artwork to be 
designed along with local schools and the design brief could be drafted in line with 
the Parish Council’s requirements. 
 
It would take eight weeks to get the application through the approval process and 
Joanne recommended that a funding request be submitted as soon as possible as 
there was considerable momentum at the current time. The Parish Council thanked 
Joanne for the work which she had done in relation to progressing the project and 
supported her proposal to make a Section 106 application without delay.  
 
The Parish Council were very pleased with the response rate from the questionnaire 
and a clear message had been received from local people. It was noted that a 
special resolution would have to be taken to rescind the previous decision of the 
Parish Council to progress the Coal Column design.  
 
RESOLVED that: - 
 
(i) the outcome of the questionnaire be noted; 

 
(ii) Joanne Ashworth be authorised to move forward with the Section 106 funding 

application; and 
 
(iii) the relevant steps be taken to enable the Parish Council to rescind their 

previous decision. 
 
 

18. LOCAL YOUTH SERVICES 
 
The Youth Services monthly report had previously been circulated to Councillors. 
 
County Councillor Blakey highlighted that there had been some significant donations 
recently and it should be noted that parish residents were very supportive of the 
youth group.   
 

RESOLVED that the Local Youth Services progress report be noted.  
 
 

19. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
Councillor Salisbury reported that the pre-submission version of the Neighbourhood 
Plan had been forwarded to Durham County Council earlier that day and the ‘health 
check’ would now be carried out. There was no set time period for the health check 
but it was hoped that an update would be available for the next Monthly Meeting of 
the Parish Council. 
 
The document referred to the availability of copies of the Plan but these would not 
be required until feedback was received from the County Council. Following 
consideration of the matter relating to allotments in Cassop, these had now been 
added to the Plan.  
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Councillor Salisbury highlighted Chapter 6 on Environmental Standards which 
exceeded what was required by the County Council. It was possible that this element 
could be rejected if it did not align with the County Durham Plan.  
 
Having thanked Councillor Salisbury for his work on the Neighbourhood Plan it  
was: - 
 

RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 

20.  LOCAL FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
Councillor Syer reported that funding had been received for maintenance of 
footpaths and the work would begin the following month. 
 

RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 

21. ALLOTMENTS, GARAGES AND CEMETERY 
 
Councillor Ridley reported that a resident had contacted him regarding a memorial 
plaque in the cemetery as he was unhappy that his plaque was different from other 
memorials. Councillor Shutt undertook to look at this. 
 

RESOLVED that the update be noted. 

 

 

22. COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
County Councillor Dunn was present at the Monthly Meeting and provided an update 
for Parish Councillors about local matters with which county councillors had been 
involved in recent weeks. The issues highlighted included: - 
 

• Motorway Roundabout phasing works 

• Bowburn Primary School planning application 

• County Durham Plan 

• Fly tipping in Old Quarrington 

• Climate Emergency - carbon reduction and neutrality in the county 

• Velo North and associated road closures 
 
Councillor Leake asked if the county council would be liaising with parishes in 
relation to the Climate Emergency. County Councillor Dunn stated that it was 
intended that the Council would work with partners in order to meet targets and he 
would feed in the suggestion about parish councils. 
 
Members also discussed the ongoing issues with fly tipping and noted that 
information relating to incidents had been passed over to neighbourhood wardens. 
 

RESOLVED THAT the information be noted. 
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23. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (SURFACE MAIL) 

 
There was no correspondence received. 
 
 

24. ACCOUNTS (EXPENDITURE) 

 
Name Description Other Details Cheque No. £    p 

G Kelly Salary (paid net of tax) 1 – 31 May 2019 49972 718.74 

“ Mileage/Parking Fees 132 @ 65p “ 44.20 

“ Stamps 6 @70p “ 4.20 

“ “ Higher Rates “ 0.00 

A Shutt  Monthly Fee (April 
2019) 

Allotment 
Superintendent (after 

tax) 

49973 98.55 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(G Kelly) (May 2019) 

Employers’ Share NI 
and Income Tax 

Deduction 

 49981 (part) 143.80 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(A Shutt) (Apr 2019) 

Income Tax 
Deduction – Allot 
Superintendent 

  49981 (part) 24.60 

D J Evans  
Youth Club 

Local Youth Services Salary Costs etc. 
(March 2019) 

49974 3,119.25 

Planning Advice 
Plus 

Professional Fees Neighbourhood Plan 49975 3,500.00 

CDALC Subscription Charge Annual Charge 
2019/2020 

49976 774.91 

Zurich Municipal Insurance Cover Annual Payment 49977 770.36 

Max Recycle  Annual Charge 49978 944.84 

BCA Room Hire  49979 88.00 

Gavin Bestford Internal Auditor Fees 49980 100.00 

 
 
 

ACCOUNTS (INCOME) 
 

 10 APRIL TO 7 MAY 2019 
 

Name Description Details £    p 

Various Clients Allotment Rents etc Year to 31 March 2020 1,571.00 

  

RESOLVED THAT these items of income and expenditure be approved. 
 
 

25. DATE OF NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
  
Agreed that the date of the next Monthly Meeting is to be Wednesday 19 June 2019 
in Bowburn Community Centre at 6.30pm. 
 
I agree these to be a true record of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 15 May 
2019 at Bowburn Community Centre. 
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 …………………………………………………..Chair….……………………. … … Date 
 
 
 
 

 


