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Item No. 2 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF CASSOP CUM QUARRINGTON 
PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2019 IN CASSOP 
COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 6.30pm 
  
Present:  Councillors Blackburn, Morgan, Raine, Richardson, Ridley, Robinson, 
  Shutt, Spoors, Storey and Syer.  
 
(County Councillor Dunn was also in attendance). 
(Councillor Shutt was in the Chair) 
 
 
115 APOLOGIES  

 
Councillors Leake, McKeon, Salisbury and County Councillor Blakey. 
 
 
116 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 20 NOVEMBER 2019 
 
The Chairman asked Members whether they were satisfied that the attached 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 November 2019 
should be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
20 November 2019 be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
 
117 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
The Parish Council had agreed to meet the ongoing cost of new salt bins in Bowburn 
at the meeting held on 20 November 2019, however since the resolution was 
agreed, there had been some changes to the application for the salt bins in relation 
to the number of bins and seasonal costs. 
 
Members had been advised that 11 bins were to be provided and that bins would 
cost £29 per season to be filled by Durham County Council. The final application was 
to be for a total of eight bins at a seasonal cost of £39.96 per bin. This would be a 
total cost to the parish council of £319.68 annually beginning in financial year 
2020/2021. 
 
County Councillor Dunn advised that potential sites for salt bins had been assessed 
and had to score a certain number against criteria such as gradients and closeness 
to premises and only eight of the proposed locations had met the criteria. It was 
noted that efforts had been made to site a bin at Luke Street in Cassop but this 
location unfortunately did not meet the criteria and all the bins would be in Bowburn. 
 
Parish councillors wished to be assured that the new bins would be counter sunk 
and secured. County Councillor Dunn stated that the county council insisted that the 
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bins were suitably fixed and those already established in Coxhoe, Kelloe and 
Quarrington Hill had had no issues this year. He acknowledged the concerns of the 
parish council but did not feel that this would be a significant problem. It was 
understood that the salt bins were designed to be counter sunk and parish 
councillors believed that Durham County Council should ensure that they were 
correctly fixed on their own land. 
 
Concerns were expressed that residents had not been consulted on the location of 
the salt bins. County Councillor Dunn confirmed that all of the bins were to be 
located on corner sites and not directly outside properties. It was noted that Durham 
County Council would be filling the bins under a Service Level Agreement and they 
were likely to right any bins which had been tipped up.  
 
On balance, Members agreed that eight new salt bins would be of benefit to the 
parish and that the annual costs should be met by the parish council. 
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council agree to support the seasonal costs of eight 
new salt bins from the 2020/2021 financial year onwards at a cost of £319.68 per 
annum. 
 
 
118 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 2019 
 

Applicant Details Resolved Action 

DM/19/03786/FPA 
(Integra 61 (Durham) 
Ltd, Bowburn, DH6 

5NP) 

Erection of electrical transformer 
and gas kiosk compound 

No objection 

DM/19/03873/FPA 
(Mr Damian 

Bundziouw, 59 
Grange Way, 

Bowburn, Durham, 
DH6 5PL) 

Retention of Material Change of 
use of open space to enclosed 

private garden, single storey rear 
extension with enclosed first floor 

roof terrace 

No objection 

 
 
119 CLERK’S REPORT 
 
(i) Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee 
 
Members were requested to set a date for a meeting of the Finance and Forward 
Planning Sub-Committee in order to consider the Annual Budget Calculation for 
2020/2021. 
 
RESOLVED that a meeting of the Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee be 
arranged to take place on Wednesday 8 January 2020 at 6.30pm at Bowburn 
Community Centre. 
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The Parish Council had previously agreed to fund the annual costs for installation 
and storage of the new Christmas lights in Bowburn. An invoice had been received 
for installation and testing but this did not include storage.  
 
County Councillor Dunn undertook to contact the contractor to ascertain if he was 
able to provide appropriate storage for the Christmas lights and would report back to 
the Parish Council. 
 
Concerns were expressed that the lights which had been installed in Bowburn were 
not brand new and therefore may require additional maintenance. It was suggested 
that the original supplier could be approached with a view to providing additional 
lights as recompense for not receiving all new fittings. 
 
RESOLVED that further enquiries be made regarding storage arrangements for the 
Bowburn Christmas lights. 
 
 
120 INTEGRA 61 DEVELOPMENT 
 
It was noted that all of the building framework was now in place for the large 
occupier at Integra 61. The site continued to be very brightly lit at night and County 
Councillor Dunn advised that he had protested vehemently on behalf of local 
communities about this with no success. 
 
Parish councillors understood that the developer could justify the lighting during the 
construction phase but were concerned that there would continue to be excessive 
lighting once the development was complete.  
 
Councillor Storey was familiar with a similar development elsewhere and commented 
that it looked similar to Integra 61 during the construction phase but was now much 
less obtrusive.  
 
County Councillor Dunn stated that excessive energy use and light pollution was on 
the radar of Durham County Council and that the Parish Council could make 
representations on this matter. The Parish Clerk was asked to raise the issue with 
Colin Harding at Durham County Council. 
 
Councillor Robinson reported that there had been surveyors in the woods near 
Bridleway 36 and queried if there were future plans for the woods. Councillor 
Blackburn stated that the Partnership had asked this question and been told that 
there were no plans for any development in the woods. County Councillor Dunn 
would raise this query with the developers. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
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121 A NEW ARTWORK FOR BOWBURN 
 
The Parish Council were advised that Groundwork were still in the process of 
developing the artist’s brief and this would be finalised in the New Year. An approach 
had been made to Ray Lonsdale and he had no slots available until the end of 2024. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 
122  LOCAL YOUTH SERVICES 
 
The Youth Services report for December 2019 had been submitted to the Parish 
Council. 
 
RESOLVED that the Local Youth Services progress report be noted. 
  
 
123 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
 
124 LOCAL FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
 
125 ALLOTMENTS, GARAGES AND CEMETERY 
 
Councillor Raine reported that there appeared to be a lot of rubbish remaining at the 
allotment site which had suffered a fire and the fence that had been erected did not 
seem to follow the original boundary. The Allotment Superintendent would look into 
the matter. 
 
Councillor Robinson stated that there had been a complaint regarding Allotment 16 
and a tree which was said to be growing over the fence into the garden of an 
adjacent property. The allotment holder had reported that the resident had cut 
branches from the tree in the allotment and the resident had been advised that the 
cuttings had to be returned to the allotment holder.  
 
It was also highlighted that the bin at the allotments had been filled with dog waste 
and it might be beneficial to have an additional dog waste bin in the vicinity. 
 
Councillor Morgan again raised the area behind the library and the need to have this 
cleared. County Councillor Dunn said that he understood Councillor McKeon had this 
in hand. 
 
RESOLVED that the information be noted. 
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126 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
County Councillor Dunn advised that it had been rather quiet in recent weeks due to 
the purdah period being in force. He reported that the County Council Environment 
Committee had signed off a report on allotments which included provision to look at 
alternative arrangements for managing allotments. The report would be publicly 
available and County Councillor Dunn would send a link for the information of parish 
councillors. 
 
Councillor Syer highlighted the Local Plan did not include a road linking Bowburn 
South Industrial Estate with the business link road. The previous version of the plan 
had included this road, which followed the path of the old railway line. This was very 
concerning and it was proposed that the Parish Council raise this with Stuart Carter 
at Durham County Council. 
 
County Councillor Dunn suggested he use the separate parish council newsletter 
which was printed for Cassop for a consultation on the proposed new planting 
scheme in the village. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 
127 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (SURFACE MAIL) 
 
Correspondence Received Details of Information 

  

 
 

128 ACCOUNTS (EXPENDITURE) 
 

Name Description Other Details Cheque No. £    p 

Gillian Kelly Salary (paid net of tax) 1 – 31 December 
2019 

050030 574.94 

“ Mileage/Parking Fees 76 miles @ 65.0p “ 49.40 

“ Telephone Allowance Quarterly “ 41.00 

“ Office Allowance Quarterly “ 95.00 

“ Stamps 10 @ 70p “ 7.00 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(G Kelly) (December 

2019) 

Income Tax 
Deduction 

050032 (part) 143.60 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(A Shutt) (November 

2019) 

Income Tax 
Deduction – Allot 
Superintendent 

050032 (part) 16.40 

Andrew Shutt * Monthly Fee  
(November 2019) 

Allotment 
Superintendent (after 

tax) 

050031 65.70 

Stuart Dunn Blanchere 
Illuminations 

Bowburn Festive 
Lights 

050029 4834.80 

D J Evans  
Youth Club 

Local Youth Services Salary Costs etc. 
(November 2019) 

050033 2873.75 

Thinford Nurseries Seasonal Services Spring Planting 050034 636.00 

Thinford Nurseries Christmas Tree Supply and Removal 050035 240.00 
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Andrew Shutt* Remembrance Wreath Royal British Legion - 
Donation 

050036 25.00 

Bowburn 
Community 
Association 

Room Hire  050037 57.00 

BVC** Bowburn Interchange Newsletter 45 050038 130.00 

     

*Councillor Shutt declared an Interest in the items shown above. 
** Councillors Blackburn and Syer declared an Interest in the item shown above. 
 
 

ACCOUNTS (INCOME) 
 

12 November 2019 to 10 December 2019 
 

Name Description Details £    p 

Bowburn and Parkhill 
Community 
Partnership 

Bowburn Festive 
Lights 

Grant Funds 4834.80 

    

 

RESOLVED that these items of income and expenditure be approved. 
 
 

129 DATE OF NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
  
Agreed that the date of the next Monthly Meeting is to be Wednesday 15 January 
2020 Bowburn Community Centre at 6.30pm. 
 
I agree these to be a true record of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 18 
December 2019 at Cassop Community Centre. 
 
 

 …………………………………………………..Chairman……………………. … … Date 
 
 
 
 

 


