
 
 
Meeting of Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 
Wednesday 15 January 2020 

Item No. 2 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF CASSOP CUM QUARRINGTON 
PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15 JANUARY 2020 IN BOWBURN 
COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 6.30pm 
  
Present:  Councillors Blackburn, McKeon, Morgan, Raine, Richardson, Ridley, 
  Robinson, Shutt, Storey and Syer.  
 
(County Councillors Blakey and Dunn were also in attendance). 
(Councillor Shutt was in the Chair) 
 
 
130 APOLOGIES  

 
Councillors Johnson and Salisbury.  
 
 
131 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 18 DECEMBER 2019 
 
The Chairman asked Members whether they were satisfied that the attached 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 18 December 2019 
should be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
18 December 2019 be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
 
132 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 2020 
 

Applicant Details Resolved Action 

DM/19/03513/FPA 
(Mr Damon Bancroft, 

7 Bow Street, 
Bowburn, DH6 5AL) 

Garage to side elevation No objection 

 
Councillor McKeon reported that the application for land and buildings south to the 
south of Old Quarrington (DM/18/02158/FPA) was still ongoing and had been called 
in to Committee. The County Council had been minded to approve the application 
due to a passing place having been added to the road, however this was not on the 
applicant’s land and the adjoining land holders would not agree to the passing place.  
 
The County Council would not approve the application without a passing place so 
matters were currently at an impasse. The Parish Council had submitted an 
objection to the application in September 2018 and felt that their objections remained 
valid. 
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk advise Durham County Council that the Parish 
Council’s objections to the application still stand. 
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133 CLERK’S REPORT 
 
(i) Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee 
 
The Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee had met on 8 January 2020 and 

made the following recommendations to the full Parish Council for the Parish Council 

Annual Budget 2020/2021 and the Revised Budget for 2019/2020: 

 
(i) that the commitment made by the Parish Council of £1,700 for the storage, 

installation and testing of Christmas lights be met from the Contingencies 

budget and the Contingencies budget be reduced from £2,955 to £1,255 

accordingly; 

 
(ii) that the remaining Budget Provision for Neighbourhood Plan Expenses of 

£6,422 in 2019/2020 be rolled forward to 2020/2021; 

 

(iii) that the Budget Provision for Parish Youth Work be increased from £37,431 to 

£38,283.47 in 2020/2021; 

 

(iv) that the Budget Provision for Neighbourhood Plan Expenses be increased 

from £3,000 to £4,000 in 2020/2021;  

 

(v) that the Budget Provision for Recurring Administrative Expenses be increased 

from £3,000 to £5,000 in 2020/2021; 

 

(vi) that a Budget Provision of £1,000 be made for Refuse Collection in the 

Cemetery in 2020/2021; 

 

(vii) that the Budget Provision for the New Artwork in Bowburn be reduced from 

£1,500 to £500 in 2020/2021; and 

 

(viii) that the Parish Council should demand a Precept of £65,676.37 from Durham 

County Council in respect of the Financial Year Ending 31 March 2021 (A Tax 

Base of 1653.9 multiplied by a Band “D” Council Tax Rate of £39.71). This 

represents an increase of 3% in Precept Demand compared with the current 

Financial Year.  

 

In addition, Members had agreed that all requests for Parish Council expenditure be 

submitted in writing and in adherence with the three clear days’ notice required for 

business to be considered at Parish Council monthly meetings. 

 

(ii) Neighbourhood Plan Cover Arrangements 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan had been developed over a number of years through the 

Steering Group led by Councillor Salisbury. Unfortunately, Councillor Salisbury was 

currently unable to fulfil this role due to ill health and it had been necessary to 

identify someone to lead the work required during the early part of this year. 
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Richard Cowen had offered to take on the lead role for the time being as he was fully 

aware of all the issues and the work which would be required to get the plan to the 

consultation stage. Richard would also liaise with Shaun Hanson on the plan 

development.  

 
RESOLVED that: - 

 
(i) the recommendations of the Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee 

be agreed;  

 

(ii) requests for Parish Council expenditure be made in writing and with three 

clear days’ notice; and 

 
(iii) it be noted that Richard Cowen would lead the Neighbourhood Plan for the 

current time until Councillor Salisbury is fully recovered and that a Get Well 

Soon card to be sent to Councillor Salisbury on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 
134 INTEGRA 61 DEVELOPMENT 
 
Councillors were advised that the surveyors who had been observed in the woods 
near Bridleway 36 were not related to Integra 61 and there were no plans to enter or 
develop the woods.  
 
Councillor Morgan asked if the road from Tursdale to Wellsprings had been blocked 
off and it was confirmed that this was the case half way down. There was concern 
that the fencing at Edna Street was restricting parking next to Wellsprings and that 
the turning circle would be affected. It was also worrying that there was vehicular 
access to an area which was not intended for vehicles. County Councillor Dunn 
advised that he had requested bollards be installed at the location. 
 
Members discussed the response which had been received from Stuart Carter at 
Durham County Council in relation to the proposed Bowburn Relief Road which was 
no longer included in the Local Plan. Councillor Syer would draft a response to the 
email and the Parish Clerk would forward this to Stuart Carter. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 
135 A NEW ARTWORK FOR BOWBURN 
 
Joanne Ashworth had advised that the draft Artist Brief was not yet finalised but she 
had suggested that councillors might like to meet with the landscape architect to 
move this forward before the next monthly meeting.  
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk canvass Members for availability for a special 
meeting to discuss the Artist Brief for the new artwork. 
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136  LOCAL YOUTH SERVICES 
 
The Youth Services report for January 2020 had been submitted to the Parish 
Council. 
 
RESOLVED that the Local Youth Services progress report be noted. 
  
 
137 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
It was suggested that Richard Cowen be invited to the next monthly meeting to 
provide an update on the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk invite Richard Cowen to the next monthly meeting.  
 
 
138 LOCAL FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
Councillor Robinson reported that a farmer was taking machinery on to Bridleway 36 
and this was churning up the path and had generated a number of complaints. It was 
also noted that the farmer was removing aggregate from the mineral line. Members 
agreed that this should be reported to the Footpaths Officer. 
 
RESOLVED that the issues at Bridleway 36 be reported to the Footpaths Officer at 
Durham County Council. 
 
 
139 ALLOTMENTS, GARAGES AND CEMETERY 
 
Councillor Shutt advised that he had inspected the fence which had been erected at 
the allotment which had previously been fire damaged and it was on the shy side. He 
suggested that it would be best to keep the privet hedge up to cover this. 
 
Councillor Robinson queried whether it would be helpful to plant hedging to hide the 
fence and Councillor Blackburn stated that there had been an offer of saplings from 
the Ogden land but someone would need to pull them out and then plant them. 
 
Councillor Morgan asked if Clean and Green would have to be consulted if the 
Parish Council opted for hawthorn and Councillor Shutt suggested that the Parish 
Council could arrange to plant the hedges if the County Council could supply these.  
 
It was also highlighted that the whole area would need to be cleared before planting 
with a skip likely to be required. Councillor Shutt undertook to look into the potential 
costs of this work. 
 
RESOLVED that the information be noted. 
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140 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
County Councillor McKeon advised that she would chase up the removal of the 
bushes behind the library with Martin Briscoe. She highlighted that the bins next to 
the Co-op had been overflowing with litter, which had then been blowing down the 
street. The County Council would look at emptying these bins on a daily basis rather 
than replacing the existing bins. 
 
Councillor Shutt referred to a recent incident where the County Council litter picker 
had filled numerous bags but then these had not been collected. County Councillor 
McKeon stated that she had also raised this matter with Martin Briscoe, along with 
other persistent litter problems. 
 
Parish Councillors were informed that some road resurfacing would take place on 
Prince Charles Avenue and that a request had been made to repair potholes on 
Castle Street, Bede Terrace and Tweddle Terrace.  
 
County Councillor Dunn reported that he had passed on the query regarding dog 
waste bins. 
 
There was an ongoing issue with a broken stile highlighted by a local resident which 
was resulting in livestock getting out of his field. The stile had been installed at the 
request of the Crow Trees Group and the resident had been advised that the stile 
was his responsibility as it was on his land but he would be able to apply for a grant 
from the County Council for up to 25% of the costs. 
 
County Councillor Dunn also reported that Durham County Council had taken on 
additional Highways Authority permissions and it was hoped that this would lead to 
better coordination for utilities works which impacted on the highways. The County 
Council had recently considered a review of their Allotment Policy and one of the 
recommendations was that discussions should take place with parish councils who 
may have expressed an interest in taking over allotment sites. Members agreed to 
have a full discussion on this at the next meeting.  
 
County Councillor Dunn provided an update on the following matters of County 
Council business: - 
 

• WASPI women concessionary bus permits 

• SEND spending 

• Replacement of leisure centres 

• Landlord licensing scheme 

• Consultation on new Durham City bus station 
 
Members were informed that the current PCSO for the area was leaving to join 
Cleveland Police and the new local PCSO would be Ashley Boardman. 
 
The consultation on the planters at Cassop had been delayed and would be issued 
shortly and the application for the new salt bins had been submitted the previous 
day. 
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RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 
141 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (SURFACE MAIL) 
 
Correspondence Received Details of Information 

  

 
 

142 ACCOUNTS (EXPENDITURE) 
 

Name Description Other Details Cheque No. £    p 

Gillian Kelly Salary (paid net of tax) 1 – 31 January 2020 050039 574.94 

“ Mileage/Parking Fees 104 miles @ 65.0p “ 67.60 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(G Kelly) (January 

2020) 

Income Tax 
Deduction 

050041 (part) 143.80 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(A Shutt) (December 

2019) 

Income Tax 
Deduction 

050041 (part) 16.40 

Andrew Shutt* Monthly Fee  
(December 2019) 

Allotment 
Superintendent (after 

tax) 

050040 65.70 

D J Evans  
Youth Club 

Local Youth Services Salary Costs etc. 
(December 2019) 

050042 3378.68 

Cassop 
Community Centre 

Room Hire December 2019 050043 20.00 

     

*Councillor Shutt declared an Interest in the items shown above. 
 
 

ACCOUNTS (INCOME) 
 

11 DECEMBER 2019 – 7 JANUARY 2020 
 

Name Description Details £    p 

Mr J Temple Memorial Plaque Bowburn Cemetery 75.00 

    

 

RESOLVED that these items of income and expenditure be approved. 
 
 

143 DATE OF NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
  
Agreed that the date of the next Monthly Meeting is to be Wednesday 19 February 
2020 Bowburn Community Centre at 6.30pm. 
 
I agree these to be a true record of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 15 
January 2020 at Bowburn Community Centre. 
 
 

 …………………………………………………..Chairman……………………. … … Date 


