
 
 
Meeting of Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 
Wednesday 16 September 2020 

Item No. 2 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF CASSOP CUM QUARRINGTON 
PARISH COUNCIL HELD REMOTELY VIA ZOOM ON WEDNESDAY 16 
SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 6.30pm 
  
Present:  Councillors Blackburn, McKeon, Morgan, Raine, Richardson,  
 Salisbury, Shutt, Storey and Syer.  
 
(County Councillors Blakey and Dunn were also in attendance). 
(Councillor Shutt was in the Chair) 
 
 
166 APOLOGIES  

 
Councillors Johnson and Ridley.  
 
 
167 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 29 JULY 2020 
 
The Chairman asked Members whether they were satisfied that the attached 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held remotely on 29 July 2020 
should be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
29 July 2020 be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
 
168 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 2020 
 

Applicant Details Resolved Action 
DM/20/01945/TPO 
Mr Stuart Burton 
6 Monteigne Drive, 
Bowburn, 
Durham, DH6 5QB 

20% crown reduction to 1no. Willow 
tree (T1) 

No objection 

DM/20/01528/FPA 
Mr Ian Heightley 
19 Oakfield Crescent, 
Bowburn 
Durham, DH6 5DF 

Change of use from public open 
amenity space to private garden 

No objection 

DM/20/01915/FPA 
Mrs Diane Wood 
29 Broadmeadows, 
Bowburn 
Durham, DH6 5DA 

First floor side extension 
 

No objection 

DM/20/02125/TPO 
Mrs Jackie Mountain 
8 Kirbys Drive, Bowburn 
Durham, DH6 5GA  
 

T1 and T2 Oak - Crown lift to 2.5 
metres and crown clean to remove 
deadwood and prune away from 
neighbouring property, T3 Oak - 
Crown lift to 2.5 metres, crown clean 

No objection 
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 and reduce long lateral limb 
overhanging the hedge line to match 
the rest of the crown. 

DM/20/02127/FPA 
Kelly-Ann Smith 
29 Griffiths Court, 
Bowburn 
Durham, DH6 5FD  

Single-Storey Side and Rear 
Extensions  

No objection 

DM/20/02195/FPA 
Mr John Oliver 
Land North East of 
Grange Farm 
Old Cassop, DH6 4QA 

Demolition of agricultural building 
and construction of 7no. holiday let 
units with associated car parking 
and landscaping. 

Object to the application 
on the grounds that it is 
inappropriate 
development in open 
countryside and would 
compromise the safety 
of the highway. 

DM/20/02302/FPA 
Mold Consultancy LTD  
3 Ash Terrace, Durham 
Road 
Bowburn, DH6 5AS  

Change of use of property to hot 
food takeaway. 

Query the existing use 
of the property and 
object on the grounds of 
highway safety.  

 
Councillor Storey advised of representations which had been made to him by local 
residents in relation to DM/20/02195/FPA and asked that these be considered. 
Councillor McKeon informed Members that county councillors had requested that the 
application be called in for consideration by the Planning Committee. The Parish 
Council agreed to object to the application on the grounds shown above. 
 
 
169 A NEW ARTWORK FOR BOWBURN 
 
Joanne Ashworth from Groundwork North East was in attendance to provide an 
update on the project for a new artwork in Bowburn to represent the industrial and 
cultural heritage of the village. 
 
An artist brief had been issued earlier in the year and expressions of interest 
requested. Three artists had made submissions and these had been circulated to 
Members for their information. 
 
Joanne advised that the usual process would be to interview three artists and 
discuss their vision for the project and how it would progress. One important area for 
discussion would be the artist’s plans for community engagement which would have 
to be altered, given the current Covid-19 situation. Members would then select the 
artist they felt best able to take the project forward.  
 
Councillor Syer asked for clarification about whether the selection would be of the 
artist or the project itself and Joanne confirmed that the Parish Council would be 
committing to work with an artist who would then work with Members and the local 
community to develop a project. This may be based on their submission but the 
Parish Council did not have to adhere to exactly what was proposed and the 
adaptability of the artist could be tested at the interview stage.  
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Members felt that all parish councillors should be given the opportunity to take part in 
the interviews and that these should be carried out remotely via Zoom.  
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk liaise with Joanne Ashworth to set a date for 
remote interviews to be held with prospective artists and all Members to be invited to 
take part in the process. 
 
 
170 CLERK’S REPORT 
 
(i) NJC National Salary Award 
 
The Parish Council were advised that an agreement had been reached between 
National Employers and the NJC Trade Union side on the rates of pay applicable 
from 1 April 2020 and this had resulted in a salary increase of 2.75%. Members were 
asked to agree to the payment of the revised salary to the Clerk and that this be 
back dated to 1 April 2020. 
 
(ii) AGAR and Exercise of Public Rights 
 
The period for the exercise of public rights to inspect the Parish Council’s Accounts 
began on 28 August 2020 and would end on 9 October 2020. The notice had been 
published in full on the Parish Council website, along with all of the documentation 
which had been provided to the External Auditor; this was in line with the 
recommendation of the Internal Auditor’s report on the 2019/2020 Financial 
Statements. 
 
Mazars LLP had confirmed receipt of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return and would review the documentation between now and November 2020.  
 
RESOLVED that: - 

 
(i) the national rates of pay for 2020/2021, backdated to 1 April 2020 be 

implemented; and  

 

(ii) it be noted that the period for the exercise of public rights had commenced 
and that the External Auditor was in receipt of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return;  

 
 

171 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
Councillor Salisbury provided an update on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan, 
advising that the consultation period had ended on 14 September 2020. There had 
been a small number of objections received and Councillor Salisbury would meet 
with Shaun Hanson, Richard Cowan and Stuart Carter to discuss how to respond to 
these representations and move the process forward. 
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The use of ‘open rural context’ had been queried as the Plan was not providing 
flexibility to any development within the boundary; however applications for farm 
buildings would be considered because of the rural nature of the area. Councillor 
Salisbury commented that it was not felt this issue was something to be too 
concerned about. The final response would take time but would possibly be ready for 
the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
Councillor Morgan expressed thanks to Councillor Salisbury for his hard work and 
patience in getting the Plan to this point.  
 
Councillor Syer noted that Durham County Council had included an objection in their 
comments to John Hare’s Wood. This was a historic wood providing a natural wildlife 
corridor and Councillor Salisbury commented that the objection was long standing 
and it had been decided to include John Hare’s Wood in the Plan and to accept that 
there would be an objection. 
 
The Parish Council RESOLVED that the update be noted and thanks be recorded to 
Councillor Salisbury for his work. 
 
 
172 LOCAL YOUTH SERVICES 
 
The Youth Services report for September 2020 had been submitted to the Parish 
Council.  
 
It was noted that it was hoped to have the clubs back up and running in September 
although these would be working in a different way. The outside artificial grass 
project had now been completed and the club was extremely pleased with the result. 
 
RESOLVED that the Youth Services report be noted. 
 
 
173 LOCAL FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
Councillor Syer advised that all of the planned strimming of footpaths had been 
carried out over the summer months. 
 
RESOLVED that the information be noted. 
 
 
174 ALLOTMENTS, GARAGES AND CEMETERY 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
 
175 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
County Councillor Blakey advised that the Highways Officer had been out to review 
the right turn out of Bowburn services and he did not think there was enough signage 
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there. There was an increase in U-turns being made before the Integra 61 
roundabout and this issue was being looked into by the County Council. County 
Councillor Blakey had also been in touch with training providers to ensure that local 
people were being interviewed for local jobs and was pleased with the postcode 
information which had been provided. 
 
Councillor Shutt highlighted that there was a problem with weeds breaking through 
the new tarmac on the road between the Roadchef and Tursdale. Councillor McKeon 
undertook to raise this with Martin Briscoe as she already had a meeting with him on 
a similar matter. 
 
County Councillor Dunn informed Members that work on the new Bowburn Primary 
School had not suffered due to the pandemic situation and was still on schedule. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted.  
 
 
176 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (SURFACE MAIL) 
 

Correspondence Received Details of Information 

Durham County Council 2021/2022 Budget Planning – Tax Base 
and LCTRS Grant 

 
 
177 ACCOUNTS (EXPENDITURE) 
 

Name Description Other Details Cheque No. £    p 

Gillian Kelly Salary (paid net of tax) 1 – 30 September 
2020 

050092 753.20 

“ Salary Increase Backdated to 1 April 
2020 

“ 100.70 

“ Mileage/Parking Fees 34 miles @ 45.0p “ 15.30 

“ Postage 12 @65p “ 7.80 

“ Printing Instant Ink Cartridges “ 6.98 

“ Telephone Allowance Quarterly “ 41.00 

“ Office Allowance Quarterly “ 95.00 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(G Kelly) (September 

2020) 

Income Tax and NI 
Deduction 

050094 (part) 178.23 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(A Shutt) (August 

2020) 

Income Tax 
Deduction 

050094 (part) 26.20 

Andrew Shutt* Monthly Fee  
(August 2020) 

Allotment 
Superintendent (after 

tax) 

050093 104.60 

D J Evans Youth 
Club 

Project Support Artificial Grass 050095 3266.00 

D J Evans  
Youth Club 

Local Youth Services Salary Costs etc. 
(August 2020) 

050096 2576.16 

Thinford Nurseries Seasonal Services Planting and 
Watering 

050097 1300.00 

“ “ VAT “ 260.00 
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Bowburn 
Community 
Association 

Room Hire Meetings Not Held 050098 76.00 

Andrew Shutt* Strimming Interim Payment 3 050099 100.00 

Groundwork North 
East 

Project Fees - VAT New Artwork for 
Bowburn 

050100 602.00 

     

*Councillor Shutt declared an Interest in the items shown above. 
 

RESOLVED that these items of expenditure be noted. 
 
ACCOUNTS (INCOME) 
 

22 JULY – 8 SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

Name Description Details £    p 

Tina Parry Burial Plot Bowburn Cemetery  50.00 

    

 
 
178 DATE OF NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
  
Agreed that the date of the next Monthly Meeting is to be Wednesday 21 October 
2020 at 6.30pm via Zoom. 
 
I agree these to be a true record of the Meeting held remotely via Zoom on 
Wednesday 16 September 2020. 
 
 

 …………………………………………………..Chairman……………………. … … Date 


