
 
Meeting of Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 
Wednesday 14 August 2019 

Item No. 2 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF CASSOP CUM QUARRINGTON 
PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14 AUGUST 2019 IN CASSOP 
COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 6.30pm 
  
Present:  Councillors Blackburn, Love, McKeon, Morgan, Richardson, Ridley, 
  Robinson, Salisbury, Shutt, Spoors. 
 
(County Councillor Dunn was also in attendance). 
(Councillor Shutt was in the Chair) 
 
 
56 APOLOGIES  

 
Councillors Leake, Raine and Syer. 
 
 
57 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
Shaun Hanson was in attendance at the meeting and advised that the County 
Council’s health check of the Neighbourhood Plan had now been reviewed and the 
issues which had been identified with mapping were being finalised. 
 
Councillor Salisbury and Shaun were due to meet with Stuart Carter at Durham 
County Council on 30 August and would go through the practical side of the 
preparation and pre-submission stage of the Plan. Councillor Love was preparing 
some revisions to the chapter on Environmental Standards and this would also be 
discussed with the County Council.  It was hoped that the position regarding the pre-
submission consultation period would be clearer following this meeting and parish 
councillors would be kept informed of developments. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 
58 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 17 JULY 2019 
 
The Chairman asked Members whether they were satisfied that the attached 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 July 2019 should be 
agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
17 July 2019 be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record subject to 
amendments to the item on the Neighbourhood Plan and a correction to the item on 
the Integra 61 Development to refer to the pedestrian link to Edna Street rather than 
Edmund Street. 
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59 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 2019 
 

Applicant Details Resolved Action 
DM/19/01293/RM 

(INTEGRA 61 
(Durham) Ltd) 

Reserved Matters details of 
access, appearance, 

landscaping, layout and scale of 
drive-thru café unit and parking 

area (Phase 4a) pursuant to 
planning permission. 

No objection. 

 
 
60 LICENSING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Shell Garage on the A1 at Bowburn had submitted an application to vary their 
premises licence to extend the current permitted hours for the sale of alcohol to 24 
hours, Monday to Sunday. Comments on the application had to be made by 21 
August 2019. 
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council had no comments on the application.  
 
 
61 CLERK’S REPORT 
 
(i) Parish Council Vacancy – West Ward 
 
The existing vacancy in the West ward of the parish had been advertised locally with 
the hope of attracting representation from the Tursdale area, however there had 
been no applications for the vacancy. 
 
RESOLVED that consideration of the vacancy be deferred to the next meeting. 

 
(ii) Request to Purchase Land – Ramsay Street 
 
Members were advised that an approach had been made to the District Valuer to 
undertake a valuation of the small strip of allotment land at Ramsay Street. 
Unfortunately, the District Valuer did not have capacity to undertake the valuation at 
this time. 
 
Councillor Ridley commented that he had a local estate agent contact and would ask 
if they were able to give a rough valuation of the land. 
 
RESOLVED that a land valuation be sought from a local estate agent.  
 
 
62 INTEGRA 61 DEVELOPMENT 
 
Parish Councillors expressed serious concerns about the mud which was being 
brought out of the site and leaving the road in a dangerous condition. It was felt that 
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the situation was not being adequately policed and monitored and debris on the road 
was causing damage to cars. 
 
The hours of working at the site was again raised as Lichfield’s had provided a 
response which suggested that contractors could work outside of the agreed hours. 
It was also noted that the road closure over the previous weekend had run over time 
and there had been no notification of this. It was a source of frustration that the 
concerns of local people were consistently being ignored. 
 
Additionally, there was an issue on the roundabout with lighting towers which were 
not extended and were shining in the faces of drivers. It was not clear why all of the 
roundabout exits were being worked on at the same time. 
 
County Councillor Dunn advised that the Planning Officer had written to all 
contractors today reminding them of the standards which were in place and were to 
be maintained. He stated that Durham County Council were putting things right 
slowly and he had spoken to the Highways Engineer about this; the county council 
should and would police the development. The works on the roundabout were ahead 
of schedule which might explain the phasing and cable ducting was being installed 
as the works have gone along. 
 
It was highlighted that there did not appear to be any dust suppression measures 
and it appeared that there was no planning condition relating to this. Councillor Love 
suggested that Environmental Health should be the first port of call in relation to dust 
issues as this was an enforceable matter. 
 
Councillor Ridley noted that there were no bollards on the pedestrian route at Edna 
Street and queried if there was any plan for a vehicle barrier or chicane.  
 
RESOLVED that the concerns of the Parish Council be communicated to Durham 
County Council and Lichfield and Partners. 
   
 
63 A NEW ARTWORK FOR BOWBURN 
 
There was no report this month. 
 
 
64 LOCAL YOUTH SERVICES 
 
A brief report had been provided and a more detailed update would be presented in 
September 2019. 
 
RESOLVED that the Local Youth Services progress report be noted. 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Meeting of Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 
Wednesday 14 August 2019 

65 LOCAL FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
There had been no issues reported by the Walking Group. 
 
Councillor Robinson advised that the bollards from the bridleway opposite the 
community centre had been removed. It was requested that this matter be raised 
with Owen Shaw at Durham County Council.    
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk contact Owen Shaw regarding the missing 
bollards on the bridleway. 
 
 
66 ALLOTMENTS, GARAGES AND CEMETERY 
 
Councillor Blackburn reported that the pathway to the cemetery was quite overgrown 
and needed some attention. 
 
Councillor Robinson added that there were a number of trees from allotments which 
were overhanging the footpath. Councillor Shutt would raise this with allotment 
holders. 
 
Councillor Morgan referred to the dilapidated planters at Cassop and it was reported 
that Durham County Council would remove these later in the year. Councillor 
McKeon undertook to raise this again to ascertain if it the planters could be removed 
at an earlier date. She was pleased to report that the area behind Bowburn Library 
was to be cut back after bird nesting season. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 
67 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
County Councillor Dunn provided an update on current County Council matters 
including: - 
 
 Climate Emergency and associated Action Plan 
 New County Hall development 
 Local Authority Budgets 
 Bowburn Primary School planning application 
 
Members were advised that there was to be a public meeting on 23 August 2019 
regarding St Paul’s Churchyard. County Councillor Dunn commented that it was 
rumoured that the Church Council might close the churchyard and that the Parish 
Council may wish to take a view on that.  
 
Councillor McKeon stated that she would be attending the meeting and could 
represent the Parish Council. 
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County Councillor Dunn reported that the Bowburn Infant School building could be 
retained and listed as a protected asset in the Neighbourhood Plan. There had been 
reference made to a bomb shelter on the site and he was meeting with Archives to 
try to locate it. 
 
The Area Action Partnership (AAP) had issued a project callout and had £64,000 
available for applications of between £5,000 and £10,000. The first call required 
Expressions of Interest to be submitted by 10 September and the second by 17 
October. It was likely that the budget would be exhausted by October. County 
Councillor Dunn agreed to circulate the details of the project callout to the Parish 
Council. 
 
Councillor McKeon reported that funding had been secured for Christmas lights in 
the parish. This would be funded through the AAP and county councillor budgets, 
however there was a revenue element of funding which it was proposed would be 
covered by the Parish Council. 
 
Members were informed that a local company would check, install and take down the 
lights at a cost of £100 per fixture per year. For 15 fixtures this would be an ongoing 
budget commitment of £1,500 for the Parish Council and this would have to be 
agreed in order for the funding for the lights to be confirmed. 
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Council agrees in principle to fund the costs for the 
annual installation and storage of the Christmas lights. 
 
 
68 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (SURFACE MAIL) 
 

Correspondence Received Details of Information 
  

 
69 ACCOUNTS (EXPENDITURE) 
 

Name Description Other Details Cheque No. £    p 
Gillian Kelly Salary (paid net of tax) 1 – 31 August 2019 049996 574.94 

“ Mileage/Parking Fees 108 miles @ 65.0p “ 74.10 
“ Stationery  “ 7.00 

“ “ Higher Rates “ 0.00 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(G Kelly) (August 

2019) 

Income Tax 
Deduction 

049998 (part) 143.80 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(A Shutt) (July 2019) 

Income Tax 
Deduction – Allot 
Superintendent 

049998 (part) 24.60 

A Shutt * Monthly Fee  
(July 2019) 

Allotment 
Superintendent (after 

tax) 

049997 98.55 

A Shutt* Interim Payment No. 9 Local Footpath 
Strimming 

049999 100.00 

Information 
Commissioner 

Data Protection Fee Renewal 050000 40.00 
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D J Evans  
Youth Club 

Local Youth Services Salary Costs etc. 
(July 2019) 

050001 3,119.25 

Thinford 
Nurseries 

Seasonal Services Planting and 
Watering 

050002 1,404.00 

*Councillor Shutt declared an Interest in the item shown above. 
 
ACCOUNTS (INCOME) 
 

10 July 2019 to 6 August 2019 
 

Name Description Details £    p 
Various Clients Memorial Fees First Inscription 20.00 

    
 
RESOLVED that these items of income and expenditure be approved. 
 
 
70 DATE OF NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
  
Agreed that the date of the next Monthly Meeting is to be Wednesday 18 September 
2019 in Bowburn Community Centre at 6.30pm. 
 
I agree these to be a true record of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 14 
August 2019 at Cassop Community Centre. 
 
 

 …………………………………………………..Chairman……………………. … … Date 
 
 
 
 

 


