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Item No. 2 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF CASSOP CUM QUARRINGTON 
PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2019 IN BOWBURN 
COMMUNITY CENTRE AT 6.30pm 
  
Present:  Councillors Blackburn, Johnson, Leake, McKeon, Morgan, Raine,  
  Richardson, Ridley,  Salisbury, Shutt, Spoors. 
 
(County Councillors Blakey and Dunn were also in attendance). 
(Councillor Shutt was in the Chair) 
 
 
71 APOLOGIES  

 
Councillor Syer. 
 
 
72 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 14 AUGUST 2019 
 
The Chairman asked Members whether they were satisfied that the attached 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14 August 2019 should 
be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
14 August 2019 be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  

 
 

73 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 2019 
 

Applicant Details Resolved Action 
DM/19/02397/FPA 

(Rebecca Griffiths, 4 
Cambridge Terrace, 

Bowburn) 

Single Storey Rear Extension No objection. 

DM/19/02693/TPO 
(Property Risk 

Inspection Ltd, 10 
Kirbys Drive and 

Woodside, Bowburn) 

T1 Oak Tree fell and treat stump, 
tree protected by Tree 

Preservation Order 

Letter to be sent re: 
TPO 

DM/19/02724/TPO 
(Carol Carr, 12 Kirbys 

Drive, Bowburn) 

Works to 1no. Ash tree and 5no. 
Birch trees 

No objection. 

DM/19/02737/FPA 
(Kirsty Parkins, 21B 
Durham Road West, 

Bowburn) 

Change of use of ground floor of 
Residential Dwelling (C3) to 

Barbers shop (A1) - 
Retrospective 

No objection. 

DRC/19/00359 
(Keepmoat Homes 

Ltd, Land to the North 

Re-discharge of Condition 11 
(Construction Management Plan) 
pursuant to planning permission 

Letter of objection 
to be sent. 
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East of St Mary’s 
Terrace) 

DM/15/01692/OUT to take 
account of amended Construction 

Management Plan 
 
The Parish Council were disappointed to note that it was proposed to fell a tree 
which was subject to a Tree Protection Order and felt that this devalued the TPO. 
 
Keepmoat Homes had applied to increase the number of properties from 190 to 211 
at the site North East of St Mary’s Terrace and the Parish Council were extremely 
concerned by the growth in units. Councillor Salisbury highlighted that the developer 
was attempting to grow the site before the boundary of the Neighbourhood Plan had 
been drawn. County Councillor Dunn stated that as the Plan was not at the point of 
referendum or approval it would carry less weight in relation to planning.  
 
Members felt that the additional units were over development for the site and 
calculations for services such as schools and GPs had been made based on the 
original plan. Councillor McKeon advised that the division councillors were calling in 
the application on the grounds of highways and landscaping and it would therefore 
be considered by the County Council’s Planning Committee.  
 
The Parish Council RESOLVED that: - 
 
(i) an objection be made to the planning application for land north east of St 

Mary’s Terrace on the grounds of overdevelopment, highways and 
landscaping; and 
 

(ii) representations be made to the County Council on the value of Tree 
Preservation Orders given that trees which are protected can still be felled. 

 
 
74 CLERK’S REPORT 
 
(i) Parish Council Vacancies 
 
Dawn Love had stepped down from the Parish Council and the Returning Officer of 
Durham County Council had been advised of the vacancy in the East ward of the 
parish and this had now been advertised. A request for an election would have to be 
made by 8 October 2019 and if it was not, the Parish Council would be able to co-opt 
to the position. 
 
There remained a vacancy in the West ward of the parish and the Parish Council 
were able to co-opt to this position.  
 
RESOLVED that: - 
 
(i) the vacancy in the East ward of the parish and the existing vacancy in the 

West ward be noted; .and 
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(ii) a letter of thanks be sent to Dawn Love to recognise her work and contribution 
to the Parish Council. 

 
(ii) External Auditor – Completion of Audit for the Year Ended 31 March 
 2019 
 
The Parish Council’s external auditors have completed their audit for the year ended 
31 March 2019 and have certified the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
(AGAR) with no matters of concern to be brought to the Parish Council’s attention.  
 
RESOLVED that it be noted that the external audit for the year ended 31 March 
2019 has been completed and that there were no matters of concern to be raised 
with the Parish Council. 
 
(iii) Charlesworth Close 
 
The Parish Council discussed the ongoing issue with the damaged fence at 
Charlesworth Close, Bowburn. The Land Registry record of title did not attribute 
responsibility for the boundary and the matter continued to be unresolved. 
 
Parish Councillors noted that the title plans for the land clearly showed the boundary 
but not the responsibility for it. The land on which Charlesworth Close was built was 
sold to Hedley Park Developments Limited in 2005 and it was the developer who 
erected the fence. Therefore, the Parish Council agreed that the boundary fence 
remained the responsibility of the developer and the Council had not had any 
involvement in the erection or maintenance of the fence. 
 
RESOLVED that the managing agent for Charlesworth Close be advised that the 
Parish Council is not responsible for the boundary fence and that the repairs should 
be carried out by the developer.  
 
(iv) Other Matters 
 
A local resident had raised concerns about the deterioration in the road quality 
leading from Coxhoe Garden Centre to just after the Italian Farmhouse. The Parish 
Council agreed that this was an issue and should be reported to Durham County 
Council. 
 
Councillor Morgan also highlighted the condition of the A177 Durham Road West as 
something which needed to be looked at as it was presenting a poor impression to 
those entering the city from the south. 
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Clark report the road conditions issues to Durham 
County Council. 
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75 INTEGRA 61 DEVELOPMENT 
 
County Councillor Dunn had provided the latest elevation plans of the building being 
constructed at Integra 61. It appeared that the building would be very large and quite 
visible which seemed to contradict the assurances which the Parish Council had 
been given regarding graduated colouring on the external panelling. 
 
Members were concerned about this and requested that James Taylor from Lichfield 
and Partners and Henry Jones at Durham County Council were contacted regarding 
the panelling to be used for the building. 
 
It was also noted that debris was still being brought out of the site and the layby at 
Tursdale was full, however the contractors had made a good job of clearing the road 
over the last few weeks. Local residents had reported a loud howling type noise 
which was causing considerable distress and it was requested that this be reported 
to the County Council. It was noted that Sandy Bassi was dealing with all complaints 
about Integra 61. 
 
County Councillor Dunn also advised that the first planning application had been 
approved for 170 houses at the site. The development would include a footpath from 
Durham Road through to Integra 61 and a play area. It was noted that the County 
Council would not adopt any further play areas but the Parish Council was not in a 
position to take on the inspection and maintenance of a play area either. Members 
were aware that the residents of the Bell ward believed that they had been promised 
a play area by developers and that there was Section 106 funding available for open 
spaces. 
 
RESOLVED that the concerns of the Parish Council be communicated to Durham 
County Council and Lichfield and Partners. 
   
 
76 A NEW ARTWORK FOR BOWBURN 
 
The Section 106 application had been submitted and the outcome was awaited. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 
77 LOCAL YOUTH SERVICES 
 
The Youth Services report for September 2019 had been submitted to the Parish 
Council. 
 
RESOLVED that the Local Youth Services progress report be noted. 
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78 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
Councillor Salisbury updated the Parish Council on the progress on the 
Neighbourhood Plan. The document was almost complete, apart from the 
Environment chapter which was still under discussion with Durham County Council. 
It had been intended to submit the chapter in its current state, however advice from 
both the County Council and Shaun Hanson was that the process should be followed 
and that other plans which had included policies which sought to exceed 
requirements had been heavily criticised. 
 
It had been proposed that a further health check be done on the Environment 
chapter at the end of the month and it was hoped that with the support of Shaun 
Hanson, the Plan could be finished by late October/November. However, this was 
likely to mean that the six week consultation would end just before Christmas and it 
was felt that it would be better for the consultation to take place in January/February. 
 
Councillor Salisbury advised that it was possible to apply for additional funding to 
support the Plan if ‘design codes’ were added to the document. An Expression of 
Interest had been submitted and the Parish Council was eligible to apply; quotations 
had been received from Shaun Hanson to complete the work.   
 
The Parish Council were asked to consider whether Shaun Hanson be engaged to 
complete the work on the Neighbourhood Plan and if they supported an application 
for funding to meet the costs of this. Councillor Salisbury highlighted that there was a 
risk that funding would not be approved and the Parish Council may have to 
underwrite costs in the region of £5,000 to allow Shaun to be engaged prior to the 
outcome of the funding application being known.  
 
RESOLVED that: - 
 
(i) Shaun Hanson be commissioned to complete the Environmental section of 

the Neighbourhood Plan;  
 

(ii) an application be made for funding to enable the completion of the work on 
the Plan; and 

 
(iii) the Parish Council underwrite the costs of work. 
 
 
79 LOCAL FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
The Parish Council were advised that strimming had been requested at Footpath 29. 
 
Councillor Johnson commented the footpath to the allotment was very untidy and 
Councillor Shutt undertook to look into the condition of the path. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
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80 ALLOTMENTS, GARAGES AND CEMETERY 
 
An enquiry had been received in relation to keeping bees on allotments. The 
allotment lease did not cover bees, however it was noted that allotment holders had 
kept bees in the past.   
 
Councillor Shutt advised that the fence at Allotment 29B was in need of repair and 
had agreed with the allotment holder that the Parish Council would supply posts and 
post mix if he provided the fencing. 
 
Councillor Raine referred to the area around the Mining Memorial which was usually 
weeded prior to Remembrance Sunday. She asked if there would be any objection to 
removing the shrubs which were currently choking the roses and Members agreed to 
this course of action. Councillor Morgan highlighted that the tubs might also need 
repainting.   
 
RESOLVED that arrangements be made to repair the fence at Allotment 29B and 
that the Parish Council fund the costs of the posts and post mix. 
 
 
81 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
County Councillor Dunn advised that a planter scheme for Cassop was being 
considered and would involve the installation of 17, one metre square tubs. These 
would have an ongoing cost of £30 per tub and the Parish Council was asked to 
consider meeting the £510 yearly cost for the planters. 
 
The Parish Council were also advised that the division councillors were considering 
nine sites for the location of salt bins and these would cost £29 per season, a charge 
of £261 to the Parish Council. 
 
The Parish Council noted the requests for ongoing funding and felt that these 
needed to be considered as part a wider discussion on the parish budget, 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 
 
 
82 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (SURFACE MAIL) 
 

Correspondence Received Details of Information 
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83 ACCOUNTS (EXPENDITURE) 
 

Name Description Other Details Cheque No. £    p 
Gillian Kelly Salary (paid net of tax) 1 – 30 September 

2019 
050003 574.94 

“ Mileage/Parking Fees 68 miles @ 65.0p “ 44.20 
“ Telephone Allowance Quarterly “ 41.00 

“ Office Allowance Quarterly “ 95.00 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(G Kelly) (September 

2019) 

Income Tax 
Deduction 

050005 (part) 143.80 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(A Shutt) (August 

2019) 

Income Tax 
Deduction – Allot 
Superintendent 

050005 (part) 24.60 

A Shutt * Monthly Fee  
(August 2019) 

Allotment 
Superintendent (after 

tax) 

050004 98.55 

D J Evans  
Youth Club 

Local Youth Services Salary Costs etc. 
(August 2019) 

050006 2915.38 

Thinford 
Nurseries 

Seasonal Services Watering 050007 1,326.00 

Shaun Hanson Planning Advice Plus Neighbourhood Plan 050008 1,500.00 

Cassop 
Community 

Centre 

Room Hire August 2019 050009 30.00 

Wix.com Website and Domain Annual Fee 050010 97.56 

Mazars LLP External Audit Professional Services 050011 360.00 

Bowburn 
Community 
Association 

Room Hire  050012 38.00 

*Councillor Shutt declared an Interest in the item shown above. 
 
ACCOUNTS (INCOME) 
 

7 August 2019 to 10 September 2019 
 

Name Description Details £    p 
Alderson Funerals Burial Fees 12/07/19 50.00 

    
 
RESOLVED that these items of income and expenditure be approved. 
 
 
84 DATE OF NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
  
Agreed that the date of the next Monthly Meeting is to be Wednesday 16 October 
2019 in Bowburn Community Centre at 6.30pm. 
 
I agree these to be a true record of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 18 
September 2019 at Bowburn Community Centre. 
 

 …………………………………………………..Chairman……………………. … … Date 


