
 
 
Meeting of Cassop-cum-Quarrington Parish Council 
Wednesday 16 December 2020 

Item No. 2 
 

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF CASSOP CUM QUARRINGTON 
PARISH COUNCIL HELD REMOTELY VIA ZOOM ON WEDNESDAY 16 
DECEMBER 2020 AT 6.30pm 
  
Present:  Councillors Blackburn, Johnson, Leake, McKeon, Morgan, Raine,  
  Richardson, Ridley, Robinson, Salisbury, Shutt, Storey and Syer.  
 
(County Councillors Blakey and Dunn were also in attendance). 
(Councillor Shutt was in the Chair) 
 
 
206 APOLOGIES  

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
 
207 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 18 NOVEMBER 2020 
 
The Chair asked Members whether they were satisfied that the attached Minutes of 
the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held remotely on 18 November 2020 
should be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
18 November 2020 be agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
 
 
208 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 2020 
 

Applicant Details Resolved Action 
DM/20/03410 
Mr Philip Rogers 
5 Durham Road West, 
Bowburn, DH6 5AU 

Change of use to flat at first floor 
level and installation of new shop 
front 

No objection. 

DM/20/03406/FPA 
Cochranes Funeral 
Directors 
Hillrise House, 13 
Durham Road West, 
Bowburn, DH6 5AU* 

Replace conservatory with single 
storey extension, replace pitched 
roofs of rear extensions with flat 
roof, replace windows, apply render 
to ground floor front elevation, install 
electric gate to side, reduce height of 
side boundary wall, replace felt 
hanging tiles with cladding between 
windows to front elevation and install 
security shutter. 

Parish Council to 
express their concerns 
to the County Council 
that the application is 
not being treated as 
retrospective. 

DM/20/03407/FPA 
Cochranes Funeral 
Directors 
Hillrise House, 13 
Durham Road West, 

Erection and display of 1no 
illuminated fascia sign and 1no 
illuminated hanging sign 

As above. 
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Bowburn, DH6 5AU* 

DM/20/03570/FPA 
Mr Simon Lee 
17 Cranson Close, 
Bowburn, Durham, DH6 
5AP 

Single storey rear extension and bay 
window to front 

No objection. 

 
* Councillors Morgan and Ridley declared interests as their properties were in close 
proximity to the application. 
 
 
209  LICENSING APPLICATIONS 
 

Applicant Details Resolved Action 
Roadchef Motorways 
Costa Coffee Drive Thru 
1 Low Main Court, 
Integra 61 North, 
Bowburn, Durham, 
DH6 5NP 

New premises licence application 
Late Night Refreshment (indoors) 
Monday to Sunday 11.00pm – 
5.00am 

No objection. 

 
 
210 A NEW ARTWORK FOR BOWBURN 
 
A draft consultation leaflet for the Bowburn art project had been drawn up by 
Groundwork and circulated to Members for their comments. The leaflet set out the 
proposals for the artwork and gave three options as a basis for discussion also 
invited people to put forward ideas of job roles which were undertaken in the local 
mines. 
 
Joanne Ashworth had asked that the Parish Council review the document and 
suggest locations where posters may be displayed. It was also proposed that the 
consultation be publicised on the Council’s website and Facebook page, along with a 
link to the survey. Joanne would also do a leaflet drop to residents close to the 
location of the artwork. 
 
Councillor Syer highlighted that the lamp design was actually a Garforth lamp rather 
than a Davy lamp as stated on the leaflet and that the height of the piece was not 
stated. He felt that it was important to be clear about the proposed dimensions. 
 
Councillor Storey queried whether it was intended to have a light feature on the 
artwork and it was noted that the artist was looking at that, however it would be 
dependent on the total cost of the design.  
 
Councillor Blackburn confirmed that there were three partnership noticeboards which 
could be used to display the poster. She also mentioned that there was an outdoor 
notice board at the infant school.  
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It was noted that other local shops may be able to display the information and 
Councillor Morgan queried whether there would be a possibility to place an article in 
the Northern Echo. 
 
RESOLVED that the Parish Clerk liaise with Joanne Ashworth about the final text of 
the consultation document and arrangements for publicising this locally and through 
social media. 
 
  
211  INTEGRA 61 
 
Councillor Raine highlighted that it had been some time since the Parish Council had 
received an update about activity at Integra 61 and would be interested to know if 
there were any further developments planned and jobs to be created. Councillor 
Ridley advised that he had been made aware that there had been an agreement for 
another company to locate at Integra 61 but this had been shelved due to the 
pandemic.  
 
County Councillor Blakey highlighted that complaints had been received regarding 
anti-social behaviour at the path accessing Integra and Costa. Councillor Morgan 
added that a side effect of the development had been visitors to Integra parking in 
laybys and on the road at the rear of Wellsprings. He acknowledged that the site 
operators were trying to address this but suggested that the Parish Council might 
reinforce that this was seen as a public nuisance for the residents of Edna Terrace 
for example.  
 
Councillor Morgan went on to query the impact on local air quality which the 
development would be having as it could be assumed that this had deteriorated due 
to the number of HGVs travelling to the site. He felt that this may need to be flagged 
up and confirmation sought that measurement stations were in place.  
 
County Councillor Dunn advised that a public meeting had been held with Tursdale 
residents and they had supplied some shocking evidence of abuse of the layby. The 
Highways Officer was working on this with the prospect of enforcing no overnight 
stays and he was in regular correspondence with Tursdale residents. It was noted 
that most Integra 61 estate roads had double yellow lines and there was a Traffic 
Regulation Order in place.  
 
Councillor Syer supported the proposals made to receive an update on the site and 
also the monitoring of pollution arising from the traffic to and from the site. County 
Councillor Dunn suggested writing to Dave Wafer and Michelle Mackintosh regarding 
the enforcement element.  
 
Councillor McKeon commented that it was Integra and Amazon who needed to come 
to a solution about the traffic issues around the site. 
 
RESOLVED that James Taylor be invited to a future meeting of the Parish Council to 
discuss the plans for Integra 61. 
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212 NORTH EAST TRANSPORT PLAN CONSULTATION 
 
The North East Joint Transport Committee had produced a Transport Plan for the 
next 15 years which included public transport, road and active travel schemes. This 
was now in a consultation phase and comments were invited on the document by 14 
January 2021.  
 
Ferryhill Town Council had written to the Parish Council asking if it would consider 
supporting their motion which requests that the Leamside line and passenger rail 
station in Ferryhill be reopened. The town council contended would result in 
significant economic and social benefits for Ferryhill and the surrounding area.  
 
Councillor Morgan advised that the plan did propose an extension of the Tyne and 
Wear Metro using the Leamside line as far as Belmont and he suggested that the 
ideal would be to have this extension continue beyond that, through Shincliffe, 
Integra 61 and Ferryhill. He expressed his view that it was important for the Parish 
Council to make representations as this was the only opportunity to influence future 
transport policy in the region.  
 
Councillor Robinson recalled that when the question had been asked of Integra 61 in 
the past, the cost of reopening the Leamside line had been quoted as £1bn and that 
Network Rail would look at it as a completely new line. County Councillor Blakey 
noted that rail sidings for freight had been on the original plan for Integra 61. 
Councillor Syer noted that there were several possible locations for a station at 
Bowburn but that this would need to be alongside an industrial access road. 
 
Councillor Raine referred Members’ to the precis provided by Richard Cowan and 
that the Bowburn Industrial Estates Access Road, an aspiration of the County 
Durham Plan, was not mentioned in the Transport Plan. 
 
Councillor McKeon supported the motion for the restoration of the Leamside line and 
felt that Bowburn was a large population centre which would be well served by a 
station. She noted that this could support the communities at Cassop, Quarrington 
Hill and Kelloe but there was very little mention of buses in the draft plan or 
improving links in rural areas.  
 
County Councillor Dunn said that he would strongly support a suggestion for a 
station at Bowburn and felt that possible locations would be helpful. The Coxhoe to 
NetPark cycleway was to be extended to Bowburn and links extended to Durham 
through Shincliffe, all of which would add to the argument for a station at Bowburn. 
 
Councillor Leake noted that there had long been a desire to have passenger rail on 
the Leamside line but suggested that the motion proposed by Ferryhill Town Council 
was not particularly useful to Cassop-cum-Quarrington. He suggested that 
correspondence be sent to the town council summarising the discussion and 
advising that the Parish Council intended on making its own representations with 
regard to the North East Transport Plan.  
 
Following a detailed discussion, it was: - 
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RESOLVED that: - 
 
(i) Councillor Morgan be asked to prepare a response to the North East 

Transport Plan consultation and submit this prior to the deadline of 14 
January 2021; and 
 

(ii) the Parish Clerk write to Ferryhill Town Council advising of the views of the 
Parish Council. 

 
 
213 CLERK’S REPORT 
 
(i) Conclusion of External Audit for 2019/2020 
 
Members were advised that Mazars LLP had completed the audit for the year ended 
31 March 2020 and had issued a certified Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return and External Auditor’s Certificate. The AGAR had been qualified and Mazars 
had issued an additional report on this matter. All of the documentation had been 
published on the Parish Council website.  
 
(ii) Finance and Forward Planning Sub-Committee 
 

Members were required to set a date for a meeting of the Finance and Forward 
Planning Sub-Committee in order to the Annual Budget Calculation for 2021/2022. 
The Sub-Committee would make recommendations to be considered at the monthly 
meeting of the Parish Council on Wednesday 20 January 2021. 
 

(iii) Future Meetings of the Parish Council 

 
Members were aware that due to the Coronavirus pandemic, legislation had been 
passed to allowed councils to meet remotely and this applied until May 2021. At the 
current time, there had been no extension to this provision beyond this date, but the 
Parish Council would be advised once the national position was confirmed. 
 
The Parish Council would meet remotely via Zoom on the following dates during the 
remainder of the municipal year: - 
 
Wednesday 20 January 2021 
Wednesday 17 February 2021 
Wednesday 17 March 2021 
Wednesday 21 April 2021 
Wednesday 19 May 2021 (Annual Meeting) 
 
RESOLVED that: - 

 
(i) the conclusion of the external audit be noted; 

 

(ii) the date of the Finance and Forward Planning Committee meeting be set as 

Wednesday 13 January 2021 at 6.30pm via Zoom; and  
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(iii) it be noted that meetings of the Parish Council will continue to take place 
remotely until further notice. 

 

 
214 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
The final version of the Neighbourhood Plan had been submitted to the Parish 
Council, along with the final SEA and HRA Screening Option, the Record of 
Changes for Regulation 15, the CcQ Basic Conditions Statement and the CcQ 
Consultation Statement.  
 
Councillor Salisbury reported that the work on the Neighbourhood Plan had now 
been complete and the final stage of the process was for the Parish Council to 
approve all of the documentation for submission to the County Council. 
 
Members again expressed thanks to Councillor Salisbury for all of his work on the 
Neighbourhood Plan and having fully considered the Neighbourhood Plan and 
associated documents it was: - 
 
RESOLVED that the Cassop-cum-Quarrington Neighbourhood Plan be approved 
and submitted to Durham County Council together with the Consultation Statement, 
the final SEA and HRA Screening Option, the Record of Changes for the Regulation 
15 version and the Basic Conditions Statement. 
 
  
215 LOCAL YOUTH SERVICES 
 
The Youth Services report for December 2020 had been submitted to the Parish 
Council.  
 
County Councillor Blakey reported that the previous day, youth project staff had 
distributed 350 selection boxes to schools and she thanked everyone for their 
support during this period.  
 
It was suggested that a letter of thanks be forwarded to Joanne and the staff of the 
youth club in recognition of their fantastic efforts in the last year. 
 
RESOLVED that the Youth Services report be noted. 
 
 
216 LOCAL FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
 
Councillor Ridley drew attention to the cycle path at Tursdale which could not be 
cycled due to the positioning of a sign in the middle of the path which was a danger 
to its users. Councillor McKeon advised that this had been passed on to Public 
Rights of Way at the County Council. 
 
Councillor Robinson commented that the footpath at the top of Edna Street was 
being used as a rat run and asked whether it might be possible to have bollards at 
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both ends. County Councillor Blakey had previously mentioned anti-social behaviour 
on this path and advised that discussions were ongoing with the County Council on 
this matter. 
 
RESOLVED that the information be noted. 
 
 
217 ALLOTMENTS, GARAGES AND CEMETERY 
 
Councillor Johnson raised the issue of rats in the allotments at Bowburn, highlighting 
that he had spent a considerable amount on rat poison over the year but the problem 
persisted due to allotment holders having ducks and hens on their land. He also 
reported that rats were undermining footpaths and asked if it would be possible to 
get pest control to visit and whether a charge could be levied against leaseholders 
with birds on their allotments. 
 
Councillor Shutt said that the County Council would carry out pest control visits for a 
service charge but would only treat certain allotments and would need permission to 
go on the land. Councillor Shutt undertook to investigate measures that could be 
taken. 
 
Councillor Shutt advised that he had been contacted by the landowner adjacent to 
Bowburn Cemetery as there was flooding in his field which he believed was coming 
from the cemetery. Councillor McKeon said that she would ask the County Council 
flooding team to look at the area and to liaise with Councillor Shutt. 
 
RESOLVED that the information be noted. 
 
 
218 COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ MONTHLY REPORTS 
 
Councillor McKeon reported that the County Council had agreed a motion asking for 
all examinations for 16- and 18-year-olds to be cancelled in 2021 and would be 
submitting this proposal to the Government. 
 
Members were advised that the planning application for Old Quarrington Barn had 
been rejected. Plans had also been lodged for a new Durham Police custody suite to 
be located at Thinford and Members were encouraged to view the plans. 
 
County Councillor Blakey reported that the Police were dealing with the issue of the 
grass being chewed up at Mary Terrace. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted.  
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219 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (SURFACE MAIL) 
 

Correspondence Received Details of Information 

Ferryhill Town Council Request for support for Ferryhill Town 
Council’s motion for the reopening of the 
Leamside line and the passenger rail 
station in Ferryhill. 

 
 
220 ACCOUNTS (EXPENDITURE) 
 

Name Description Other Details Cheque No. £    p 

Gillian Kelly Salary (paid net of tax) 1 – 31 December 
2020 

050119 753.20 

“ Mileage/Parking Fees 68 miles @ 45.0p “ 30.60 

“ Stamps 12@65p “ 7.80 

“ Printing Instant Ink Cartridges “ 3.49 

“ Stationery Paper “ 5.00 

“ Office Allowance Quarterly “ 95.00 

“ Telephone Allowance Quarterly “ 41.00 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(G Kelly) (December 

2020) 

Income Tax and NI 
Deduction 

050121 (part) 150.60 

HM Revenue & 
Customs 

Monthly Deductions  
(A Shutt) (November 

2020) 

Income Tax 
Deduction 

050121 (part) 17.40 

Andrew Shutt* Monthly Fee  
(November 2020) 

Allotment 
Superintendent (after 

tax) 

050120 69.80 

D J Evans  
Youth Club 

Local Youth Services Salary Costs etc. 
(November 2020) 

050122 1631.29 

Thinford Nurseries Seasonal Services Winter Planting 050123 740.00 

“ “ VAT “ 148.00 
 

Shaun Hanson Neighbourhood Plan Professional Fees 050124 4500.00 

G Smith Electrical 
Services 

Christmas Lighting Testing and 
Installation 

050125 1280.00 

“ “ VAT “ 256.00 

Zoom December 2020 Monthly Fee 050126 11.99 

“ “ VAT “ 2.40 

     

*Councillor Shutt declared an Interest in the items shown above. 
 

RESOLVED that these items of expenditure be noted. 
 
ACCOUNTS (INCOME) 
 

11 NOVEMBER 2020 – 7 DECEMBER 2020 
 

Name Description Details £    p 

Scott Memorials Bowburn Cemetery First Inscription  20.00 
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Co-op Funeral Care Bowburn Cemetery Burial Plot 50.00 

221 DATE OF NEXT MONTHLY MEETING 
  
Agreed that the date of the next Monthly Meeting is to be Wednesday 20 January 
2021 at 6.30pm via Zoom. 
 
I agree these to be a true record of the Meeting held remotely via Zoom on 
Wednesday 16 December 2020. 
 
 

 …………………………………………………..Chairman……………………. … … Date 


